
From Fastest to Slowest:

Lay out the five transport cards card in random order. Discuss their different speeds, and ask your child to help 
you order them from fastest to slowest. Ask them: Which of these vehicles is the fastest? Agree that it is the 
rocket, and place it to the left of the row. Now ask: Which is the fastest vehicle of those that are left? Explain that 
now we can see which is which because we have pictures to look at, and we know, because we are very clever, 
which ones go faster and which go slower. 

Help Harry the Hamster to Remember:

Show Harry and say: This is Harry the Hamster! He wants to go on holiday tomorrow but, unlike us, he doesn’t 
know which vehicles are faster and which are slower, so he doesn’t know which form of transport to choose. He 
has a very bad memory so even if we tell him about the vehicles, he might not remember. If we give him the 
pictures, they might still get all mixed up so we need something else to make it clearer for him. Let’s make it into 
a game for him so he can remember better! Can you think of anything we can do to show him which ones go 
faster and which ones go slower and to help him remember?

Note: If your child has any suggestions that don’t match the activity below, either talk about why they wouldn’t 
work or if the solution is a logical one, make an excuse as to why you need a different solution (e.g. they say you 
could stick the five vehicle pictures onto paper in order of their speed – you say that he won’t have room for such 
a big sheet of paper or might look at it upside down!) If they have a logical answer like this example and insist, 
you can go along with it. Then come back to this part of the session later to ensure they learn the procedure we 
want them to acquire, saying: Here’s another way we can help Harry too! We can use paper strips… And so on.

Explain: We can use paper strips of different lengths as substitutes for the vehicles. Look! Take the five paper 
strips, and ask your child how they could be used to show how fast or slow the vehicles go. Agree with your child 
that the length of a paper strip can be used to show if something goes faster or slower, so you would need paper 
strips of different lengths. Pick up the scissors. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 5 pictures of transport

 5 paper strips approx. 20cm 
in length

 Harry the Hamster

 A pair of scissors for you

15–20 minutes

WHICH IS THE FASTEST?

To develop the ability to build a seriation row using substitute strips 
To master the action of visual modelling
To use a seriation row as a visual model of a relationship between invisible 
characteristics (relative speed)
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Your child can order a row of five vehicles from fastest to slowest.
Your child can build a seriation row to show the relative speeds of five vehicles. 
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Ask your child which vehicle they think the longest strip should be used for, and agree on the rocket because it is the fastest. Explain that we do not 
need to cut this strip; we can leave it as it is. Now ask them to remind you what is slower than a rocket but faster than all the others that are left 
(plane). Show them how you can make the paper strip a bit shorter than the strip for the rocket by cutting 4cm off the end of the strip. Repeat until 
you have a row of strips of decreasing height, in a seriation row that correctly represents the relative speeds of the five vehicles:

Produce Harry the Hamster with his little suitcase. As you start to talk, have him ‘sneeze’ and blow the strips and the vehicle pictures out of place. 
Make a big sigh and laugh, and ask your child to help you to put the strips and vehicle pictures back in the right place to show which is fastest, the 
slowest and so on. Then tell your child that Harry needs to know how the paper strips can help him work out how fast or slow the different forms of 
transport are. Start them off by saying: Well, the longer the strip, the faster the vehicle. Have Harry look confused. Then ask your child to explain in 
more detail. Have Harry use a puzzled voice at times and ask them some questions, for example, ‘Why did you put the shortest strip next to the bike?’

Cover the Pictures:

Tell your child: We are now going to play a game to help Harry understand and then remember better. Have Harry jump up and down saying that he 
loves learning things in this way! Your child will now be working without the pictures, using the strips as substitutes. Ask your child to turn the vehicle 
pictures face down. Explain that Harry will ask them questions which they must answer without speaking, by holding up the right strip.  

Giving your child plenty of time to respond to each one, have Harry ask these questions in turn: ‘Can you show me which is the fastest? Can you show 
me which is slowest? Can you show me the rocket? Can you show me the plane? Which one is the train? And the car? Show me the bicycle please. 
Can you show me which one is slower than a rocket but faster than a train? And what about the one that is faster than a train but slower than a 
rocket? Can you show me the one that is faster than a car but slower than a rocket and a plane?’

If your child has difficulty working out which strip to hold up, they can turn over the vehicle card to check. When they have finished, have Harry show 
how pleased he is that he understands so much better now. Have him choose a vehicle for his holiday and put on a voice for him to ‘explain’ why. For 
example: ‘I’m going to choose the rocket because it is the fastest/the bicycle because it is the slowest/the plane because the rocket is too fast, but the 
plane is the fastest of the rest’, and so on.

WHICH IS THE FASTEST? – continued
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Rockets, Planes and Broken Trains: 

You need three strips of different lengths (the rocket, the plane and the broken train). Explain to your child the name of the game and say: If I show 
you the longest strip, you must run on the spot because you are a fast rocket; if I show you the middle-sized strip, you must walk on the spot because 
you are a plane and planes are slower than rockets; if I show you the smallest strip, you must sit down because you are a train that has stopped 
because it has broken down.  Now show the different strips to your child at random, varying your speed to manage the level of challenge.
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Cut out each strip separately.
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Cut out each of the transport pictures separately.
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Cut out Harry the Hamster with his suitcase.
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