
Note: If your child has never experienced snow, you should look at some videos/photos on the internet before 
starting this session! Also, if you don’t celebrate Christmas, it doesn’t matter – you can use this session as a way of 
sharing with your child other people’s customs at this time of year. 

It’s Snowing: Look at the board that you have prepared and talk about it. Explain: Autumn is nearly over, it’s 
nearly winter, but the evergreen trees are still green! The sky is a bit overcast and there’s a strong cold wind 
blowing. Ask your child to imagine the snow is falling, first slowly with only a few flakes, then thicker and faster, 
till the snowflakes fill all the sky. Show your child how to place snowflakes (small white circles) in an attractive 
arrangement on the background to help you ‘make it snow’. Now tell your child that the snow is falling more and 
more slowly; fewer and fewer flakes are falling. Show them how to remove the snowflakes as they imagine the 
snow falling more and more slowly, with fewer and fewer snowflakes in the air. Tell your child it has stopped 
snowing now and ask them where the snowflakes have gone – agree that there is a blanket of snow (snowdrifts) 
on the woodland floor. Encourage your child to put lots of the white semi-circles in place as piles of snow on the 
ground. Change the clouds together into white ones, as in the previous session, talking about why as you do it.

Snowmen: Tell your child that although there is no one in the forest now, you can hear somebody coming. Who 
can it be? Ask them if they know the answer to this riddle: My eyes are of stone, my body of snow, my nose is a 
carrot, does anyone know? 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

FROM YOUR FELT PACK:

 ‘The Snowy Wood’ set up 
beforehand: The blue or grey 
background felt, some grey 
ovals for clouds, fir trees from 
green triangles with brown 
trunks and a semi-hidden 
yellow sun.

 For your child: Small white 
circles for snowflakes, white 
semi-circles for snow piles, 
differently-sized white circles 
for snowmen and small 
coloured circles for the tree 
lights.

 The extra sheets of felt in all 
colours

 Picture of snowmen

 5 teddies or dolls

15–20 minutes

THE SNOWY WOOD

Your child can follow instructions to create a winter landscape, transforming the woodland.
Your child can work independently but also participate in discussion to work collaboratively.
Your child can adapt quickly when moving from one type of activity to another. 
Your child takes pride in their work, and can add details to transform the picture further.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform a representation of a winter landscape
To use a given procedure to add features (snow, snowmen and lights)
To understand about seasons (winter)
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Show the picture of the snowmen provided and discuss the positions of their bodies and how shapes could be used to create them. 

Talk about techniques for building a snowman – a bigger snowball for the snowman’s body and a smaller snowball for its head. Show your child how 
to do this with the white felt circles. Ask them to make some more snowmen for the woodland, so that it looks cheerful. Allow them to add some 
snowmen independently. Use questions to prompt self-correction if necessary (e.g. Which bit of the snowman is bigger, the head or the body?).  Ask 
them questions to suggest that they build snowmen of different sizes. 

When the basic shapes of the snowmen are in place, help your child transform the snowmen by adding extra details (e.g. coal eyes, carrot noses, 
circle arms, semi-circle legs, hats, scarves, sticks etc.). Cut up the pieces freehand as your child asks for them from the extra sheets of felt you received 
in your pack, encouraging them to give you colour and shape details. Ask your child questions to suggest that they build snowmen with varying 
features.

Encourage your child to admire their snowmen. Talk about the differences between the snowmen that they have made. Make humorous comments 
to bring the picture to life for your child, for example: This snowman is leaning forward; I wonder what he is looking at in the snow? This snowman has 
a very strange look in his face; maybe he wants his neighbour’s hat! 

Sing ‘Five Jolly Snowmen’ with your child, to the tune of ‘5 Little Ducks’ or similar:

Five jolly snowmen ready to play,
Out came the sun to brighten the day 
Ready to play, ready to play
And one jolly snowman melted away.

Repeat the song for 4 snowmen, then 3, then 2, then 1.

Christmas lights: Talk about Christmas and Christmas decorations.  

Show your child how to use coloured lights (small coloured circles) to decorate a tree in the woods (see image top right on the first page). Ask them 
to decorate the other trees in the woods in a similar way. Talk about how to arrange them nicely, so that each light can be seen clearly and in order 
that altogether they make the tree look even more beautiful. 

Admire the decorated trees with their beautiful lights and recap on the transformations that they have made to produce this Snowy Wood picture.

THE SNOWY WOOD – continued
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Choose five teddies to be snowmen, and take a yellow felt circle to be the sun. Line up the ‘snowmen’ while you repeat the song above. At the 
appropriate moment, bring the sun out to ‘shine on’ the snowmen, and a snowman at the end of the line melts i.e. your child makes the teddy ‘fall 
down’. Continue the song until all the snowmen have ‘melted’. 

You could use a calendar of festivals to plan similar sessions about a variety of celebrations and festivals around the world. Examples include 
Hanukkah (winter/candlelight), Diwali (autumn/lights), Eid (season varies/fireworks) and Midwinter Festival (winter/tree lights).
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