
 A large sheet of white 
paper

 A marker pen

 Approximately 10 small 
objects to hide in your 
chosen park/playground 
area

 Differently coloured pencil 
crayons (1 for each object 
that you will hide)

20–25 minutes 

TREASURE HUNT IN THE PARK

Note: You will need to go to a local park or playground with your child a few times for this session. Choose a 
reasonably large and open area with various fixed features, to give them plenty of features to mark on their plan 
and to give a variety of good hiding places for the treasure.

Preparation:

Visit your chosen park/playground together, and explain that you are going to prepare a plan of the area and 
then do a treasure hunt there later using that plan. 

Stand together in one spot and while looking in the same direction, discuss the shape of the park/playground 
and determine which areas you will include when making your plan, i.e. decide where the boundaries will be. 
Discuss the shape of the area you will use – for example, pointing out two long sides and two short sides which 
make the land area a rectangle (or approximate shape). 

Then discuss what features you can see from your current viewpoint – for example, trees, shrubs, flowers, fixed 
playground objects such as a slide or swings, benches, tables and so on. Talk about what is on your left, your 
right and straight ahead in front of you (and behind you if you aren’t on the edge of your chosen area), what is 
behind or in front of that object and so on.

Then move together to another part of the area you have chosen – it could be another edge or side, or it could be 
any spot in the middle of the area. Repeat the questions about what is in front of you, to the right of you, to the 
left of you and behind you – always emphasising ‘from that viewpoint’. Move again to a third spot, and repeat the 
questions once more. 

Now, ask your child to choose a viewpoint to use when creating the plan of the park/playground area. You may 
wish to mark the spot chosen for the viewpoint with a chalk arrow, to make it easier for your child to remember 
the spot and to know which way to face each time. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can name features that they can see from a certain viewpoint correctly (and therefore they recognise that there are other 
objects that cannot be seen from that viewpoint). 
Your child can create a plan with you of a designated area of a park/playground that includes all the main features of that area from a 
specified reference point. 
Your child can use their plan to find hidden objects.

To develop spatial awareness
To make a plan of an open space from a specified viewpoint 
To find hidden objects by interpreting a plan
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Then look at each feature of the area in turn, from the chosen viewpoint, and discuss what substitute shape would be best to represent each one on a 
plan of the area. Agree on one shape for each feature and include all key features. Each one could be a standard shape such as a triangle or rectangle, 
or a simple outline shape that resembles the feature – one that would also make it clear which feature it represents. 

Making the Plan:

Back at home, take your large sheet of paper and explain that you will now create a plan of the area you just visited, from their chosen viewpoint. If 
you marked the spot in some way, remind them of this. Using your marker pen, draw the shape of your chosen area in the park/playground onto your 
sheet (if it wasn’t rectangular). Now ask your child to help you mark the chosen viewpoint on the sheet too. Keep the sheet that way up for the 
moment.

Now ask your child to close their eyes and visualise standing on that spot in the park/playground. Ask them what they can see in front of them within 
your designated area (e.g. a bench). Then ask them if they remember what substitute shape they chose for that feature (e.g. a rectangle). Draw that 
shape on the plan with your pen, in the correct position, or let your child draw it but with your guidance.

Repeat for the other main features in the chosen area, always helping your child to focus on the correlation between the reference points on the plan 
and in the park/playground. Ask questions to help them realise any mistakes or to clarify the position of something, for example: We agreed to draw 
our plan showing what we could see from the middle of the side with the gate – can we really see the slide in front of us when we stand there?  Or: Is 
the slide on this side of the flower bed, or is it on the other side, from where we were standing?

When you have finished, congratulate your child on being very precise about what exactly can be seen and from where, and therefore producing an 
accurate representation of the area with the plan. 

The Treasure Hunt:

Before doing the actual hunt, hide your small objects in the chosen area of the park/playground and mark their positions on your plan with crosses in 
different colours. 

Tell your child that some small treasures have been hidden in the playground, in the area on their plan that you visited previously. Explain that each 
coloured marking represents where one object is hidden. 

Discuss where they will find a few of the objects to make sure they are ready. For example: So where in the playground is this red cross? Yes, that’s 
right, this circle represents the low fence around the pond so the object will be there by the fence, by the part that you can see from our chosen 
viewpoint! 

Once you are ready, go back to the playground/park together and have your child use their plan to find all the hidden objects. If necessary, encourage 
them to stand on the spot of their chosen viewpoint to help them orientate themselves.

TREASURE HUNT IN THE PARK – continued
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