
 Map of the Forest where 10 
animals live

 Map of the Forest Answer 
Sheet (for your eyes only)

 10 Routes – 1 to each 
animal's house

 2 sets of 10 presents 

 10 envelopes and a bag to 
put them in

 Blu Tack, or similar, and a 
glue stick

 An elf’s hat (optional – per 
child)

15–20 minutes

WHO LIVES WHERE?

Preparation: Using the Map of the Forest Answer Sheet to guide you, choose an animal, stick that animal’s 
‘Route to their home’ on the outside of an envelope, stick the corresponding Christmas present for that animal 
next to it and then put the matching picture of that Christmas present inside that same envelope. So, for 
example, the outside of one envelope shows the Route to Fox's house, with a truck as the present, and it has a 
picture of the truck inside the envelope too. Repeat for all 10 animals, and then put all the envelopes into a bag.

Who Lives Where?

Set the scene: It is nearly Christmas and all the animals in the forest have sent a letter to Father Christmas telling 
him about the special present that they would like.

Tell your child that Father Christmas needs some help, so they are going to be an elf. Explain: Father Christmas is 
relying on you to get the presents to the right houses. But unfortunately, there's a problem. The animals forgot 
something very important – they all forgot to sign their names on the letters! Fortunately, Father Christmas does 
have a map of the forest (show it now) and the animals did remember to put drawings of the Routes to their 
houses on their envelopes!

Modelling How to Be the Elf:

Pull an envelope out of the bag, and show your child the drawing of the Route. Look at this Route together, and 
explain it to your child. Focus on the symbols (various trees and flowers), and on the direction of the lines 
between the symbols (turn left, turn right, go straight along and so on). Always start at the grass. 

For example, using Rabbit's envelope and pointing as you go: Oh, here's a scooter. I wonder which animal wants 
a scooter for Christmas. Now, we start here at the grass, the entrance to the forest. Can you see, we go straight 
along to the first tree? Now we have to turn this way, turn right, until we get to the flower. Now what? Yes, we 
have to go down, that's a right turn and keep going until we get to the tree. I wonder who lives there? Let's find 
out who wants the scooter.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use a Route on a map to discover where to deliver a present.

To develop the ability to use a route to deliver presents to the correct location on a map 
To develop the ability to orient oneself in space
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Now look together at the Map of the Forest and show your child how to find and then retrace the Route that they just followed on the envelope. Be 
very obvious about looking at the envelope to check what to do next at every step along the Route, exaggerating your language over the decision to 
turn and so on. Encourage your child to lead the way, if they can. 

Note: The proportions of the sections of the Routes deliberately do not match the ones on the Map of the Forest, but as long as your child goes in the 
correct direction and uses the tree and flower symbols as ‘landmarks’, they will get to the right animal’s house. If your child comments on this, say 
that the animals don’t know how to draw exact maps so they just used the correct directions and some key landmarks (the symbols) to make it clear.

When you reach the end of that Route on the Map of the Forest, ask your child to tell you who the present was for. Then have them take the picture of 
the present out of the envelope and use Blu Tack to stick it onto the Map of the Forest next to the animal it was for. 

To make sure it’s clear, here’s an example using Rabbit, the scooter and his envelope: Now, what do we look for first? (Look at the map, look at the 
envelope, look at the map again, point at the grass on the envelope and on the map.) That's right, the grass, and here it is. Now what? Yes, straight 
along to the first tree, and then … what do we do here? Yes, we turn this way, we turn right at the tree. Now what are we looking for? That's right, it's 
the flower. There it is on the envelope, and look, here it is on the map. So what next? Turn right again, that's right. Now we go down here and look, 
here’s Rabbit! It’s Rabbit's envelope. Rabbit wants the scooter! Let's give Rabbit the scooter!  Then your child takes the scooter picture out of the 
envelope and sticks it with Blu Tack onto the Map of the Forest, next to Rabbit.

Your Child – the Elf:

Give your child their Elf's hat to wear (if using), and have them choose an envelope from the bag. Each child doing this session should take their own 
envelope to deliver each time. Prompt your child to follow the same procedure you modelled before – find and trace the Route that appears on the 
envelope on the Map of the Forest. 

Model the use of directional language to verbalise what they are doing, as they do it. If necessary, use questions to prompt them to correct their own 
mistakes, for example: Are you sure you should have turned that way at the mushroom? Was it really a left turn?

Repeat until all the envelopes have been delivered and every animal has its chosen toy next to it on the Map of the Forest. Tell your child that Father 
Christmas and the animals are delighted that you were so helpful, and that you found the right homes to deliver the presents to!

WHO LIVES WHERE? – continued
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If you don't celebrate Christmas and/or the tradition of Father Christmas bringing gifts, you could adapt this session for another gift-giving tradition, or 
use it as it is and tell your child that it is based on a tradition of what some other people do, and what some children in the world believe in.
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MAP OF THE FOREST
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Map of the Forest Answer Sheet (with presents marked on it too). Do not show your child this one – for your use only, when preparing the envelopes.
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Cut out each Route separately.
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Cut out each Route separately.
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Cut out each present separately.
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