
 A soft toy (such as a Giraffe 
as used here)

 An A4 coloured sheet of 
paper (per child)

 A differently coloured sheet 
of paper for making 
substitute shapes (per 
child)

 A glue stick and a pencil 
(per child)

 Scissors (for you and/or per 
child)

15–20 minutes

FROM A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW

Note: Set up an arrangement of three tables and six chairs/seats, similar to the one in the images, before you 
start. It could be three small side tables and cushions around them for the seats – whatever works in your home. 

Which Part of Giraffe Can You See? 

Put Giraffe on one of the tables. Ask your child to sit in each seat in turn and say which bit of Giraffe they can see 
from that point of view. For example, they might say that they can see Giraffe’s tail and back from one seat, his 
face from another, and so on. As they will be able to see each of Giraffe’s ears from opposite seats, use this 
opportunity to help them notice that they are different ears, not the same ear, and to use the terms right ear and 
left ear correctly.

Now put Giraffe onto another table and change his orientation. Ask your child what they can see from a few 
different seats, as before. Repeat a few times.

What Can You See From Here? 

Discuss the layout of the tables and seats with your child, focusing on how things 
look different depending on where they are sitting. Explain, for example, that 
when they sit in the equivalent of seat A here, they can see a table directly in 
front of them and also one to the right of them, but when they sit in seat B here, 
they have a table in front of them but no table to their right. If necessary, ask your 
child to change seats a few times and repeat the discussion, focussing on what 
they can see now that they have moved, and how it is different from what they 
could see before.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child recognises that they see a different aspect of a soft toy when they look at it from a different perspective.
Your child recognises that they see different things when they are in different positions. 
Your child can mark their own position on a plan of tables and chairs.

To know that an object can look different if you look at it from different sides
To learn that one’s viewpoint or perspective – what one sees – depends on one’s 
orientation in space, i.e. one’s position
To make plans using a more complex arrangement of tables and chairs 
To decide which shape is most appropriate for each part of a plan
To identify your own position in a space and be able to mark it on a plan
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I Am On The Plan: 

Have your child choose one seat to sit in to do this activity and explain that Giraffe wants to play some more with them. Give them a sheet of 
coloured paper to be a plan of the room your are in and encourage them to mark the windows and doors of the room on it, reminding them how to 
do this if necessary. Ask them what substitute shapes they would need to make a plan of the tables and seats you have set up. Help them to cut out 
the shapes they need from some coloured paper and make sure it is clear which are the seats and which are the tables. 

Help them as necessary to lay out their shapes on their sheet, check the positions of the shapes for accuracy, and then stick them into place.

Ask your child to look carefully at their plan of the tables and chairs, work out where they are sitting right now, and mark it with an X (see the image 
top right on the first page). 

Put on a funny voice for Giraffe and have him challenge your child to move to another seat, take their plan with them and then to mark their new 
position on their plan – this time with a smiley face. Help your child to re-orientate their plan as necessary so that they don’t get ‘caught out’ by 
Giraffe. 

Repeat a few times. 

FROM A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW – continued 
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