
 Dot Cards and Digit Cards 
from 1 to 10, and 
Mathematical Symbol 
Cards from previous 
sessions

 Herring Bones Sheet (per 
child)

 10 small identical objects 
(e.g. coins, beads)

 A pencil (per child)

15–20 minutes

MORE NUMBER GAMES

Number in my Hand:

Place 10 identical small objects on the table, for example beads. Tell your child that you will be using both hands 
to hide the beads. Ask them to close their eyes. Put 3 of the beads in one hand and 7 in the other. Close your 
fingers over them so that the beads are hidden. Ask them to open their eyes. Say: I have 10 beads altogether in 
my two hands. Open the hand with 3 beads and ask: How many beads are in my other hand? 

Repeat many times with the different number pairs that add up to 10. Then swap roles – let your child create the 
pairings and ‘challenge’ you.

Herring Bones:

Give your child their Herring Bones Sheet and a pencil. Explain that each skeleton of a herring has a different 
number on its head, and pairs of bones for writing number pairs that make up that number. Ask your child to 
write all the number pairs that they can, that add up to the number on each herring’s head. See the image top-
right (image is an unfinished example – one of the pairs can be repeated but the other way around, to complete 
the last pair of bones).

You can make this easier for your child, if necessary, by writing one of the numbers from each pair on one side of 
each bone of the skeletons, so that your child only has to find the ‘partners’. 

Let’s Make Number Facts:

Put out a set of dot cards from 1 to 10, in pairs, in front of you. Ask your child to put the correct 
mathematical symbol card =, ≠, >, < in between each pair of dot cards in turn, and then to read 
aloud what they have created.

Repeat with the dot cards, mixing up the pairs. Then repeat the activity a few times using pairs 
of digit cards from 1 to 10.

Your child can say what they must add to any number between 0 to 10 to make 10. 
Your child can work out all the pairs of numbers that add up to make any given number between 1 and 10, and is starting to 
remember them.
Your child can use the signs =, ≠, <, > confidently and accurately.

To consolidate understanding of mathematical symbols (<, >, =, ≠) 
To lay the foundations for addition and subtraction
To develop skill, confidence and fluency in number composition
To practise combining two smaller numbers to make a larger one
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