
Land Birds and Water Birds:

This introductory activity is a revision of classifying the same objects according to different criteria, using the 
knowledge of classifying birds consolidated in L42.

Put out the Picture Cards of the owl, cockerel, duck and swan. Ask your child to say one name for all of them 
(birds), and then to think of two different ways that the birds can be divided into two groups, to give the groups 
names, and to draw Classification Trees to show the groups they have made (land/water birds, wild/domestic 
birds). They can create their own symbols or use initial letters to label their Classification Trees.

When they have two correct models, ask them if they can explain the similarities and differences between the 
models (the models are similar because in both cases the group has been broken down into two groups; the 
models are different because in one the classification is based on land/water, and in the other the classification is 
based on wild/domestic).

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Picture Cards of birds from 
L42 (owl, cockerel, duck 
and swan)

 Picture Cards of flowers 
from L40 (geranium, rose, 
dandelion, tulip, buttercup 
and cornflower)

 2 sheets of A3 paper 
divided into 6 sections (per 
child)

 A pencil and eraser (per 
child)

20–25 minutes

FROM THE BOTTOM UP

To master the creation of visual models showing the relationships between 
categories in a classificatory system
To reaffirm the idea that we can classify the same set of objects in different ways, 
depending on the criteria selected
To develop symbolic literacy – code and decode visual models
To practise drawing Classification Trees from sequential and non-sequential dictations 
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Your child can create and label simple Classification Trees showing two different ways of 
classifying the same set of birds.
Your child can draw Classification Trees correctly from sequential and non-sequential dictations.
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Wild Flowers and Garden Flowers – Classification Tree Dictations:

Put out the flower Picture Cards, and ask your child if they remember how these cards can be grouped into two groups (wild/garden flowers). Check 
that they remember which of the flower pictures are garden flowers (geranium, rose and tulip) and which are wild flowers (buttercup, dandelion and 
cornflower).

Give your child one of the sheets of paper divided into six sections and a pencil. Tell them that you are going to play a game where you read some 
flower words, and their challenge is to draw the correct flower Classification Tree for each set of words, marking each dot with the relevant initial 
letters.

Discuss how the initial letters should be used to represent the concepts ‘flowers’ (F), ‘wild flowers’ (WF) and ‘garden flowers’ (GF); if your child doesn’t 
know their letters yet, you will need to write the letters for them once they tell you where to do so. 

Explain the following ‘rules’ for drawing the trees:

• They must draw the dots in the same order as you say the words.
• Each tree goes in a separate section of their sheet.
• They must make sure that all the dots that are on the same level are in a straight line and that the dots are all the same size.
• They must make sure that the dot that goes on top is the biggest, and that any dots in the middle are bigger than the dots at the bottom, and 

smaller than the dot on the top.
• They will need to connect dots at the bottom with dots on the next level up – sometimes the lines will have to cross, and that is perfectly alright.

Now dictate each of following, one word at a time and in the order shown, and check each tree your child has drawn before moving onto the next 
one. They should have six separate trees at the end, one in each section of their sheet, as shown in the answers pictured below and on the next page:

1. Wild flowers, garden flowers, flowers.
2. Roses, garden flowers, flowers.
3. Cornflowers, wild flowers, flowers.
4. Buttercups, tulips, garden flowers, wild flowers, flowers.
5. Buttercups, cornflowers, tulips, roses, wild flowers, garden flowers, flowers.
6. Tulips, dandelions, buttercups, geraniums, roses, cornflowers, garden flowers, wild flowers, flowers.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

FROM THE BOTTOM UP – continued 
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Animal Classification Tree Dictations:

Give your child their other sheet of paper, and explain that you will repeat the above game but this time you will say ‘animal’ words: 

1. Mammals, fish, birds, animals.
2. Foxes, mammals, animals.
3. Pike, fish, animals.
4. Owls, birds, animals.
5. Rabbits, cod, owls, mammals, birds, fish, animals.
6. Foxes, pike, rabbits, woodpeckers, owls, cod, mammals, fish, birds, animals.

FROM THE BOTTOM UP – continued 
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