
Let’s Create a Classification Tree:

Put out the Animal Picture Cards. Ask your child to find one word for all the pictures (animals), and to divide the 
pictures into two groups. They could choose one of many ways of doing this, for example wild animal/domestic 
animal (WA and DA on the example model on the next page), hot-climate animal/cold-climate animal (HCA and 
CCA), carnivores/herbivores (Ca and He). When they have divided the cards according to their chosen criteria, 
have them name the two groups.

Now ask them to draw a Classification Tree to show the groups that they have created, on a sheet of paper (in 
landscape orientation). At this stage, your child should be able to work with dots and lines independently to 
create the Classification Tree, and initials if they know their letters. If they don’t know their letters yet, help them 
just with this part. Use the Symbol Cards and the Picture Cards to prompt them only if they get stuck. 

Let’s Group the Same Cards Differently:

Mix up the Animal Picture Cards again, and ask your child to find a different way to divide them into two groups. 
If they cannot do this spontaneously, start them off by placing one card in one group, and one in another without 
explaining your deciding principle. Continue adding pictures to one group and the other until your child works 
out how you are dividing the cards, and then let them continue. When they have divided all the cards, have them 
name the two groups.

Now ask them to draw a Classification Tree to show the groups that they have created this time, on another 
sheet of paper, with dots, lines and initials. As before, use Symbol Cards and the Picture Cards to prompt them 
only if they get stuck.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 8 Animal Picture Cards –
tiger, husky dog, camel, 
polar bear, reindeer, giraffe, 
burro (Mexican donkey) 
and penguin

 3 sheets of A4 paper (per 
child)

 A pencil and eraser (per 
child)

10–15 minutes

ONE GROUP, THREE WAYS

To master the creation of visual models showing a three-level relationship 
between categories in a classificatory system
To revisit the idea that in a classificatory system, the category to which an 
object is assigned depends on the criteria specified
To reaffirm the idea that we can classify the same set of objects in different ways, 
depending on the criteria selected
To use specified criteria to create subsets within a given superset 
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Your child can sort one set of Animal Picture Cards in three different ways.
Your child can name the groups that they create.
Your child can create three Classification Trees to show how they grouped the animals.
Your child can use appropriately sized dots to represent the groups, and initial letters to label them.
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Third Time Lucky:

Mix up the Animal Picture Cards a third time, and ask your child to find a new way to divide them into two groups. If they cannot do this 
spontaneously, start them off by using questions to prompt them to choose a new basis for classification. For example, if they have already divided the 
pictures according to whether the animals are wild/domestic, or live in hot/cold climates, ask them: What do the animals eat? Do they all eat the 
same food? What is the main difference between the foods they eat?  Continue prompting as necessary to elicit herbivore/carnivore as the basis on 
which to classify the animals.

As before, once they have divided the cards into two groups and named the groups, ask them to draw a Classification Tree to show the groups they 
have created this time, on another sheet of paper, with dots, lines and initials. As before, only prompt them if they get stuck.

What’s the Same? What’s Different?

Collect up the Animal Picture Cards, and put them to one side. Put out your child’s three sheets of paper in a row, and ask them to look carefully at 
the three different models that they have created. Discuss the similarities and differences between the models. (They all show ways of grouping the 
same animals, but you can divide the same group of animals in more then one way – for example, you can divide them according to the climate of the 
places where they live, according to what they eat and according to their relationship with people.)

ONE GROUP, THREE WAYS – continued
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Cut out each Animal Picture Card separately.
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