
Note: Each child doing this session should do all of the activities here individually. Have them use their paper in 
the landscape position (one Classification Tree on either side of it).

A Flower Classification Tree:

Show your child the Flower Symbol Card and the Rose, Geranium and Dandelion Picture Cards, and ask them if 
they can name the pictures and guess which word the symbol card represents.

Review the rules for creating a Classification Tree, as in the previous session – the use of a large dot for the 
superset, then smaller dots in a row for the subsets and then the connecting lines.

Now give your child their sheet of A3 paper, a pencil and eraser, the set of Flower Picture Cards and a Flower 
Symbol Card. Ask them to make a Classification Tree for the ‘flower family’ on the left-hand side of the sheet. 
Prompt them if necessary, talking them through it as you did in the previous session.

When they have finished, ask your child: Which is more and which is fewer, dandelions or flowers? As you do this, 
point to the relevant parts of their Classification Tree. Agree that there are more flowers – all the dandelions and 
then all of the other flowers too. 

Now ask: Which is more and which is fewer, dandelions or geraniums?  Agree that it is impossible to say. We 
know there are more flowers than dandelions, because flowers means all the flowers, the dandelions and then all 
the rest. But we don’t know how many dandelions there are or how many geraniums. Again point to the relevant 
parts of the Classification Tree.

Repeat, asking them about dandelions and roses, then about roses and geraniums.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Picture Cards of flowers 
and trees (per child)

 Flower and Meadow 
Symbol Cards (per child)

 A sheet of A3 paper (per 
child)

 A pencil and eraser (per 
child)

10–15 minutes

FIR TREES AND FLOWERS, DAISIES AND TREES

To master the action of creating a Classification Tree – a model of the classificatory 
relationship between a superset and its subsets
To understand that the same Classification Tree can represent more than one
superset/subset relationships
To understand that a small dot on a Classification Tree can be used to represent different subsets
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Your child can draw a Classification Tree connecting three flowers to a flower symbol.
Your child can draw a Classification Tree connecting three trees to a tree symbol.
Your child can draw big dots (instead of symbol pictures representing a superset) and small dots (instead of pictures representing 
subsets).
Your child can show the relationship between a superset and its subset by drawing straight lines connecting each small dot to the big 
dot above it.
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Point out: On your Flower Classification Tree, the dandelions, geraniums and roses – all the subsets of the flower family – are in a straight line. All the 
‘children’ of the superset flowers are on one level. When subsets are on one level we never know how many there are, we can never say which is more 
and which is fewer. But we know that the superset ‘the family’ is always more than the subsets ‘the children’.

Can We Swap a Flower Symbol for a Meadow Symbol?

Show your child the Meadow Symbol Card. Ask them what this symbol could be, and agree that it represents a meadow. Then ask them what the 
flower symbol means. Agree that it is the symbol for all flowers – for example, forest flowers, garden flowers, meadow flowers, flowers in a vase.

Now ask: So what does the ‘meadow symbol’ mean? It might be the symbol for everything we find in a meadow, and they do not all belong to the 
same family. Agree that we find things from many different families in a meadow: Some of them are flowers (e.g. dandelions), but some are not (e.g. 
grass, earth, insects, mud, goats). Do we find geraniums and roses in a meadow? No, we don’t, we only find wild flowers. So we cannot swap a flower 
symbol for a meadow symbol – a meadow symbol includes things that are not flowers, and does not include ALL flowers in the flower family.

Where Does the Oak Tree Go?

Give your child their Oak Tree Picture Card. Ask them to add it to their Classification Tree and draw a dot to represent it –
independently if possible (on the same level as the flower pictures, as a small dot, but with no line connecting the small 
dot to the big dot representing ‘all flowers’).

Discuss why the dot representing the oak tree is small, and why it is on the same level as the flower pictures. Explain: A rose 
is a type of flower, a dandelion is a type of flower, a geranium is a type of flower, and an oak tree is also a type of something. 
So it goes on the same level as the dandelion, the geranium and the rose. So the oak tree is a subset – one type or kind of 
something in a superset, a bigger family. Ask: But a type or kind of what?  Agree that it is a type of tree, not flower, and ask: So 
should we connect it to the big dot for all flowers? No, that’s right, it’s not a type of flower; it’s a type of tree.

A Tree Classification Tree:

Put out the set of Tree Picture Cards (oak tree, fir tree and maple), and ask your child if they can now draw a 
Classification Tree for the ‘tree family’, without using the actual Picture Cards, on the right hand-side of their 
sheet.

Prompt them if necessary, talking them through it as you did previously.

Where Does the Daisy Go?

Finally, show your child the Daisy Picture Card and to tell you and point to where they would add a dot representing the daisy and to which 
Classification Tree. If necessary, help them check their understanding to know where they would put it. When they have done that, ask them what the 
same extra small dot could be on the Tree Classification Tree (any other type of tree), pointing as appropriate to where that dot would go.

FIR TREES AND FLOWERS, DAISIES AND TREES – continued
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Cut out each Symbol Card and Picture Card separately.
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