
 8 Hybrid Pictures

5–10 minutes

ALL MIXED UP

Tell your child this story: 

There was once an artist who couldn’t concentrate. She was easily distracted when she was drawing. She often 
started sketching a picture of one thing, started daydreaming, forgot what she was doing and then finished it as 
a picture of another thing! Look at some of the things she drew!

Show them one of the Hybrid Pictures, and ask them if they can tell which two objects the artist was thinking of 
when she was drawing. If they don’t get it, cover the part of the picture that represents one of the objects and 
see if they can name the other one. Then reveal the rest of the picture and ask what the second object was. 

Ask your child to show you or tell you how the picture transforms from being one thing into being the other.

Repeat the process for the rest of the Hybrid Pictures, one at a time.

Your child notices the discrepancies between typical images and hybrid pictures. 
Your child can name the two objects represented in some or all of the hybrid pictures.

To notice discrepancies between a typical and an actual image 
To recognise a transformation
To see a picture from two perspectives
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Note: You could try this idea after completing the above, if you think your child is ready for it. Or you could keep 
it for another time in the future when you think it would be right for them. If you will do this at a later date, use
the Hybrid Pictures from this session as examples to jog their memory. 

Ask your child if they can think of other drawings, like those of this artist, that could have started off as one thing 
and then turned into another. To help them with this, discuss objects that have a common overall shape or 
some features in common, or animals like that. If they can’t think of their own ideas, you could suggest some or 
all of the examples below. 

Then ask them to pretend to be this artist and draw some of the ideas, so that they end up with ‘mixed up’ 
pictures like the artist did. 

More examples: a snake that then becomes an elephant’s trunk, a slanting roof of a house that then becomes a 
slide, a ball that then becomes a balloon, a pencil that then becomes a paintbrush, a bus that then becomes a 
whale, a hairbrush that then becomes a hedgehog or centipede, a pen or pencil that then becomes a feather.
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Cut out each picture card separately.



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd DG58

Cut out each picture card separately.
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