
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 A plain yellow background

 Access to the pieces from 
the full felt pack 

 The extra felt sheets for 
cutting out differently sized 
squares, rectangles and 
triangles for the houses and 
vehicles

 Clever Pig

 Pictures of lorries from C44, 
trams from C56 and the bus 
from L41 (or look at 
pictures on the internet)

 A pair of scissors (per child)

 A toy lorry

 Some small paper circles –
about 4 per child

20–25 minutes

OUR STREET, LORRIES, BUSES AND TRAMS

Our Street of Houses:

Show your child Clever Pig, and introduce him: Clever Pig has heard the story of what happened to her cousins, 
the Three Little Pigs. She knows how to build a proper, solid house that the wolf can’t knock down.

Put on a voice for Clever Pig, and on the top half of your yellow felt background have her ‘show’ your child how to 
build a house using a large square (the front wall), a small yellow square (the window) and a triangle (the roof): 
‘MY house has a wall, a window and a roof. First, I’m going to make the wall out of a big brown square. Next I’m 
going to make the window out of a small yellow square. And finally, I’m going to use a big green triangle to make 
the roof.’

Explain that Clever Pig now wants more people to come and live on her street. Ask your child to build a few 
more houses, just like the one Clever Pig built, so that more animals can come and live there. (Have them do this 
on the top half of the felt, as before, so that you can add vehicles to the road ‘in front of’ the houses later.)

Admire the completed houses, and then put on a voice for Clever Pig to tell your child that her brother and sister 
have also come to town. All three pigs want to live together in the same house, but none of the houses that we 
have built so far would be big enough. They need one house with three rooms, one on top of the other – the new 
house will need to be taller than the ones already made. 

Ask your child to build a suitable house for Clever Pig and her brother and sister to live in. Your child may want 
to make the house bigger by looking for a bigger square and triangle to use as a wall and roof – in this case, tell 
them that they can only have the walls in the original size, so they have to build upwards. Help them if necessary. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can follow Clever Pig’s procedure for constructing a felt house to build more houses, 
and then adapt them to create various different designs. 
Your child can follow your procedure for constructing a lorry from substitute shapes, to produce 
their own lorry.
Your child can create a bus or a tram, using suitable substitute shapes.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever-increasing range of language to describe 
objects and the natural world, and to express their thoughts and feelings.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To create a representation of an urban street 
To use given procedures to add and modify specified features 
To develop awareness of the built urban environment, different types of vehicle, 
roads and road layout
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Then challenge your child to make some adjustments to add variety to their houses – the pictures on this page and the next page show some 
examples. You can do any number of the following, or use your own ideas: joining up their other houses to make a row of terraced houses, by adding 
an inverted triangle on the roof; making a bigger house in a different way, such as adding another wall and windows to the side and above, building 
both upwards and outwards; adding smaller windows in place of the bigger ones. Have fun letting your child play and experiment with creating 
various different houses.

When they have finished, discuss the differences and similarities of the houses, and point out that they have constructed a whole street of them. 

Now recite this poem, ‘Small House, Tall House’ and these actions. Encourage your child to copy you:

Small house, small house Make yourself small.
So snug and warm and dry. Hug yourself.
What can I see from your window? Draw a ‘window’ in the air with a finger.
People passing by. Marching or walking on the spot.
Tall house, tall house, Make yourself tall.
Reaching up so high. Reach up.
What can I see from your window? Draw a ‘window’ in the air with a finger.
The roofs of the houses, and sky. Make a triangle with your arms above your head, then gaze upwards, 

shielding your eyes with one hand.

Vehicles on the Road:

Now explain that there is a road in front of the houses. Ask your child what they might see on the road (cars, lorries, buses, motorbikes, people 
walking/pedestrians and so on). Talk about the different sounds that the vehicles make when they move and imitate the sounds together.

Use this opportunity to talk about road safety too, if you wish – for example, why people walk on the pavement/sidewalk and not on the road, how 
and where to cross the road safely and so on. 

Tell your child that some lorries are now going to drive past the houses in the ‘street’. Look together at the pictures from C44 and your toy lorry, and 
analyse a lorry’s structure and parts together (if you did sessions C43 and C44 recently, you won’t need to spend long on this).

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

OUR STREET, LORRIES, BUSES AND TRAMS – continued 
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Construct a simple lorry, in a logical order, out of geometric felt substitutes. As you do it, name the different parts and talk about their function – for 
example: wheelbase – thin, horizontal rectangle – supports the other parts of the lorry and spreads the weight evenly over the wheels; engine – square 
– gives the lorry the power it needs to make it go; cab – vertical rectangle – where the driver sits; window – small rectangle – so the driver can see 
where he/she is going; container – thicker, horizontal rectangle – where we put the goods that are being transported; wheels – circles – for moving the 
lorry easily; and so on. 

Ask your child to help you construct another lorry driving along the road (each child doing the session should make their own). They can choose any 
style of lorry. If they have difficulty with the steps, remind them of what you did first, what next and so on. You can also select and/or cut the felt 
shapes together first, and keep referring back to your toy lorry and your felt model to see where best to put them. 

Now discuss buses and trams, using the tram pictures from C56 and the bus from L41. Talk about how both trams and buses carry passengers, how 
trams are connected to overhead cables but buses move freely, how trams need electricity to go but a bus uses petrol or diesel, and so on. Name the 
parts of each of the two forms of transport and talk about their functions (if you did C56 recently, you won’t need to spend long on this for trams). 

Construct a simple tram or a bus, in a logical order, out of geometric felt substitutes. As you do it, name the different parts and talk about their 
function – for example, if doing a bus: carriage – rectangle – where the passengers sit; the lower deck – rectangle – where the driver and some 
passengers sit; upper deck – rectangle – where passengers can sit on a double-decker bus; door – brown rectangle – for people to get on and off; 
windows – small rectangles – so the driver and passengers can see where they are going; wheels – circles – to make moving easy; and so on.

Ask your child to help by making a bus or a tram that is driving along the road (each child doing the session should make their own). Encourage 
them to create the one you didn’t (if you did a tram, they do a bus, or vice versa), to add variety to your picture and give them a chance to plan its 
design more independently using what they know about that form of transport. If they have difficulty with making it, select and/or cut the felt shapes 
together first and keep referring back to your felt model and/or the pictures, to see where to put them. 

Finally, tell them that they have made the vehicles so nicely, lots of people now want to ride on the bus(es) and/or tram(s)! Give your child the small 
paper circles, and ask them to draw simple facial features on each one. Then have them put them into the windows of the vehicles, to show all the 
passengers looking out of the windows. When they have finished, praise their creation of a ‘street in the city’ and encourage them to admire and talk 
about it. 

OUR STREET, LORRIES, BUSES AND TRAMS – continued 
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Cut out Clever Pig.
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