
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 Your completed ‘Girls in the 
Wood’ scene from the last 
session:

 Access to the pieces from 
the full felt pack and the 
extra felt sheets for cutting 
out small, personalised 
details to add to the boys

 A pair of scissors (per child)

15–20 minutes

CHILDREN IN THE WOOD

Look at ‘Girls in the Wood’, as completed in the previous session. Explain that some people were left out last 
time; they feel very sad because they want to help the rabbits put the decorations away too. Ask: Who can that 
be? Agree that you can also invite the boys who live near the wood to help the rabbits. 

Analyse the body structure of a boy with your child (the head, body, arms, legs and the shape and proportions, 
for example: a round head, a body bigger than the head, two arms, two legs…). Point out that children come in 
many different shapes and sizes, and all are lovely. Explain that boys often have broader shoulders than girls, and 
so we are going to make boys with broad shoulders today.

Construct a boy wearing a winter coat and long trousers out of appropriate substitute shapes. Talk about your 
actions as you construct the figure, for example: Let’s starts by constructing the boy’s head. It’s round so let’s take 
a small brown circle. His coat is long and straight so let’s use a blue rectangle for it. We can make the sleeves of 
the coat from blue ovals. We can make his trousers from two long strips. The boy is wearing boots, but we can 
hardly see them under his trousers, so let’s use small circles to show the boots. Point out that it’s very cold in the 
wood in winter, and that’s why the boy is wearing a thick winter coat which covers his body and long warm 
trousers, which cover his legs. 

When you have constructed the figure of a boy, review the image together – the different parts of the boy’s body, 
the substitutes used to represent each part and the order in which the image was constructed (e.g. first we had 
to…. then we… after that… and so on.). 

Now ask your child to ‘bring some more boys into the wood to help the rabbits’. Ask them to add ‘big boys’ and 
‘small boys’, and all wearing suitable winter clothes. Allow them to work independently wherever possible. 
Encourage them to adding interesting details, for example a hat, facial details, buttons for the coat and so on.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child actively engages, and can work both collaboratively and independently.
Your child can create boys in opposing sizes, using the general procedure modelled for them. 
Your child can purposefully vary expressive details in constructing stylised boys rather than copying your boy exactly.
Your child talks about their creations, using an ever-increasing range of language to describe objects and the natural 
world, and to express their thoughts and feelings.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To use a given procedure to add and modify specified features 
To work collaboratively
To develop understanding of the structure of the human body 
To develop understanding of appropriate seasonal clothing
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Admire all the children in the wood together. Focus on differences between the images constructed, for example differences in posture (spatial 
arrangement of the substitute shapes), different coloured clothing and facial features, different sizes and so on.

CHILDREN IN THE WOOD – continued 
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Tell your child: One of the rabbits in the wood has turned around and is now facing away from us! How can we change the picture here to show that? 

Listen to their ideas about what you would be able to see from the back, and then agree on what needs to change and what would stay the same – for 
example some facial features would need to be removed, the whiskers put ‘behind’ the face and a tail added. Make the changes together.

Then say: And now one of the girls has turned around too, to see what the rabbit is looking at! Can you show that on our picture?

Discuss what you would be able to see of the girl from behind, and then allow your child to work as independently as possible to represent this with 
felt shapes. 
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