
 Pictures that show different 
horizons

 An A3 sheet of white paper 
(for you and per child)

 A selection of paintbrushes 
in different thicknesses

 Black, white, yellow, blue 
and red paint

 A mixing palette/tray and 
water

15–20 minutes

CLOUDS AND PUDDLES

Note: If possible, take your child to an open space to observe the horizon (the place where land and sky appear to 
meet) before doing this session. The best time for this is during a dry spell after rain, when there are puddles 
underfoot and clouds in the sky. If you have the opportunity, look at and discuss the reflections of the sky in the 
puddles. 

At the start of the session, put out the two photos with a very cloudy sky. Talk to your child about how the land 
and the sky appear to meet at what we call the ‘horizon’. Discuss the patterns made by the clouds. Then look at 
the city photo and discuss how the horizon looks different due to you not being able to see the land, only the 
roofs of the buildings against the sky. Lastly, look at the photo of a field with a puddle. Discuss how you can see 
the reflection of the sky in the puddle; how they can see the cloud ‘in’ the puddle.

Now show your child how to paint a landscape with ‘clouds in the sky and puddles on the ground’. Paint land 
and sky in roughly equal proportions – show them meeting at the horizon. Emphasise using all the space on the 
paper and adding details such as reflections of the sky in the puddles.

Ask your child to paint their own landscape showing the horizon, clouds in the sky and puddles on the ground in 
which you can see a reflection of the clouds in the sky. Encourage them to add details, to complete their painting 
and to make it the most beautiful it can be.

Your child can paint a landscape showing the horizon, puddles under a cloudy sky, and reflections of clouds in the puddles.

To develop painting skills
To paint a landscape in colour
To develop the ability to attend to detail
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