
 Pictures of houses from C25

 More house pictures from 
around the world

 Pictures of gingerbread 
houses

 A copy of ‘Hansel and 
Gretel’ (available on the 
Internet if you don’t have it)

 Whiteboard or paper, and 
pen

 An A3 sheet of white paper 
(per child)

 A selection of paintbrushes 
in different thicknesses

 Black, white, yellow, blue 
and red paint

 A mixing palette/tray and 
water

15–20 minutes

GINGERBREAD HOUSE

If your child doesn’t already know the story of ‘Hansel and Gretel’, start the session by reading it to them. If they 
do already know it, remind them of the story and ask some questions to jog their memory of the house in it.

Then look at all the pictures of different kinds of houses from around the world together and talk about them –
their common characteristics, for example windows, doors, roofs and the differences between them, for example 
big/small, brick/wooden, mobile/static, old/new, traditional/modern, single-storey/two or more storeys, in the 
city/in a village/in the countryside, with neighbours/without neighbours, in a community/isolated and so on.

Now look at the different illustrations of a gingerbread house, and talk about them – for example, the light brown 
gingerbread walls, the roof made of gingerbread rectangles, round windows sometimes made from sweets, 
doors made of gingerbread biscuits with coloured icing, icing sugar snow on the roof and for icicles, sweets for 
decorations and so on.

Explain that there are many different versions of the Hansel and Gretel story, and each has its own illustrations, in 
its own style. Explain that they are done by the ‘illustrator’ of the book – the person whose job it is to decorate the 
pages of a book with attractive pictures that match the words. Point out how beautiful and clear illustrations are 
often what attract children or adults to a certain book.  

Ask your child to be an illustrator today, and paint a gingerbread house that could be used to illustrate a version 
of the story. Talk to your child about how to do this – if they have done the Construction Module, then they will 
have plenty of prior knowledge to help them with this. Discuss the structure of the house and then on your 
whiteboard or paper, model how to paint the lines of the house’s structure, starting with the lines of the base, 
then the vertical lines of the walls and then the lines of the roof. Discuss how they can then add the details that 
will make it obvious what it is. 

Put out the painting materials, and ask your child to paint a beautiful and colourful gingerbread house, of their 
own design.

Your child can recognise similarities in, and differences between, a wide variety of houses.
Your child paint a colourful and attractive gingerbread house.

To develop painting skills
To paint a recognisable image of an object in colour
To begin to develop appreciation for the variety in the world
To begin to develop understanding of the effect of art and design in the real world
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