
 Images of trees and bushes

 An A3 sheet of white paper 
with a line drawn down the 
middle (per child and for 
you)

 A sheet of light-coloured A2 
paper (per child)

 Charcoal or thick pencils 

10–15 minutes

A TREE AND A BUSH

If possible, before the session, go for a walk with your child to look at trees and bushes. (Collect some leaves –
preferably fallen – while you are out on the walk too, for the additional activity below.) 

Talk about the similarities between trees and bushes that you see – both in the plant kingdom; they have roots, 
branches, leaves and so on. Then draw particular attention to their distinguishing characteristics:

• Bushes are usually smaller, with thinner, intertwining branches.
• Trees are usually taller, with a trunk from which branches spread outwards and upwards, rather than 

overlapping as much.

Then look at the pictures together and discuss the characteristics of each as above. Point out the different bushes 
shown, the different angles the photos were taken from and the weather in the photos. Use the graphic image of 
the bush to show your child how it is comprised of thinner, intertwining branches (in comparison to a tree).

Model for your child how they could draw a tree using charcoal, and then how they could draw a bush. Show 
them how to make light strokes for the branches and how to shade in a base around the tree and bush, for 
example. Talk to the them about the contrasting details – for example, how you are making the tree tall with 
branches that widen and fan out at the top, and the bush shorter, rounder and denser, made up of lots of smaller 
intertwining branches.

Ask your child to draw their own tree and a bush with charcoal, one on each side of their paper, to show how 
different and yet how beautiful bushes and trees are. Help them as necessary to draw the bush and the tree in 
proportion, and offer advice about the size of the branches, their number and manner of growth.

Your child can draw a tree and a bush, in proportion and with details added.
Your child can draw silhouettes of various leaves.

To develop drawing skills
To create a life-like image of an object

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

A56

Examine the variety of leaves you have collected carefully – look at their edges, their shapes and their sizes.

Give your child a piece of light coloured paper and a piece of charcoal, and ask them to draw silhouettes of the 
leaves, to make an attractive poster that shows the variety and beauty of shapes and patterns from leaves in 
nature.
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