
 6 small flags

 Large sheet of 1cm squared 
paper, cut to the 
proportions of one of your 
rooms

 Coloured paper for the 
substitute shapes

 6 very small toys

 Blu-tack or similar

 Another family member (to 
find the toys your child has 
hidden and marked on the 
plan)

10–15 minutes

FLAGS AND TOYS

Note: Prepare your plan before you start. Choose a different room than in previous sessions, for variety and 
additional challenge. Make substitute shapes from coloured paper of the main objects, items of furniture, and 
doors and windows in your room, and more or less to scale. Stick each shape in place with some Blu-tack.

Getting Familiar with the Plan: Stand just outside your chosen room or in the doorway. Show your child the 
plan of the room that you have prepared and ask them to help you orientate it correctly. Remind them that this 
a bird’s eye view of the room. 

Point to different aspects of the plan in turn and ask your child to go and touch the real object represented, for 
example doors, windows and items of furniture. 

Then swap around – you touch the real objects in the room in turn, and your child points to each on the plan. 

Hiding the Toys and Marking the Plan with Flags: Now give your child one of the small toys and ask them to 
hide it somewhere in the room. Explain that they need to remember where they have put it, and then come and 
mark its exact position on the plan with one of the coloured flags. When they are sure the position of the flag is 
correct, have them secure it into place with a small ball of Blu-tack. 

Repeat at least once as above, and then repeat the process again by giving them two objects to place in the 
room and two flags to place on the plan, in one go, until all six toys have been hidden and marked with a flag.

Where is my Toy? Once the plan has all the flags positioned on it, ask your child if they think they can 
remember which colour flag represents which toy. If necessary, have them go and find each toy, using the plan, 
to remind themselves which toy goes with which flag, and to check the accuracy of the flag’s position.

Then have your child invite a family member to join in, and challenge them to use the plan to find the hidden 
toy corresponding to each coloured flag, one flag at a time.

Note: At an appropriate point during the session, point out to your child that a bird’s eye plan of a room doesn’t 
show the height of the hidden toys, so knowing whether they hid a toy on the floor under a piece of furniture for 
example, or higher up between the cushions on the sofa for example, can’t be determined by the plan alone. 

Your child can show where they have hidden objects on a plan.
Your child can remember some or all of the toys that correspond to the flags.

To develop spatial awareness by interpreting a plan of part of a room
To develop use of deliberate memory
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Cut out each flag separately.
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