
 Your set of 8 Episode 
Models from SG72

 Some family members to
be contestants, if possible

 A piece of paper and a 
pencil

 Any props for the 
‘quizmaster’

15–20 minutes

THE MAGIC PORRIDGE POT – Verbalisation Activities

Guess and Retell the Episode:

Show your child an Episode Model at random and ask them to ‘retell’ the episode in their own words. If 
necessary, support them with questions such as: Which episode is this? Who are the characters? What are the 
shapes? What is happening?  
Repeat for most or all of the other Episode Models, one at a time.

Transformations and Opposites:

Talk to your child about the transformations in the story: full – hungry, sad – happy, too much – too little, stop –
start, correct – incorrect.

And the Message of the Story is…: 

Remind your child that many stories have a moral – a lesson that can teach us something. Ask your child to think 
about it and then tell you any ideas they have about what ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’ might be trying to teach us. 
Then discuss how this story asks us to think about what went wrong when the mother used the magic porridge 
pot. Point out that if the mother had remembered the instructions about how to use the magic porridge pot, she 
would not have had the problem of too much porridge. So one of the messages from the story is: Always listen to 
instructions carefully and remember them (because small mistakes can lead to big problems).

Quiz Time:

Ask your child to prepare a quiz on the story for one or more family members. Encourage them to think of about 
eight questions and their answers – ones that will challenge them to think deeper, not just questions with 
obvious answers. For example, ‘What did the old woman mean when she said she knew all their sorrows?’ or 
‘Why didn’t the porridge pot stop when the mother shouted at it, ‘Enough, little pot, enough!’?

Write your child’s questions on paper (to remind you so that you can whisper the questions in turn to your child if 
they aren’t reading themselves yet). Have fun with the quiz – make your child the official ‘quizmaster’, and the 
family member(s) and you (if necessary for the numbers) are the contestants. 

Your child can retell some story episodes fluently using Episode Models as prompts.
Your child understands the message of the story.
Your child can think of some questions that demonstrate their deep understanding of the story.

To hone the ability to remember and retell the story accurately using external 
mediators (substitute shapes and visual–spatial models)
To develop cognitive skills – recognise and identify transformations (opposites)
To develop understanding of the message (meaning) of the story
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As before, to maintain your 
child’s motivation for retelling 

the episodes, you could put 
on voices for some 

teddies/dolls and have them 
‘ask’ questions to elicit more 

detail from your child. Make it 
funny and say things that 

encourage your child to give 
more information about that 

episode, and correct any 
audience ‘misunderstanding’.
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