
Label Your Grouping Circles (Dictation):

Give your child a Blank Visual Models Sheet, a pencil and a rubber. Explain: I am going to read some words aloud 
and your task is to decide whether the words are the name of the big circle, or the name of something that 
belongs in one of the smaller circles. For example, if I read ‘toy’ and ‘ball’, then toy is the name of the big circle 
(the home of all toys) and ball belongs in one of the small circles because it is a type of toy. So you should label 
the big circle with a T and the small circle with a B – or symbols.

You should read out each dictation one at a time. Your child will need to listen to all the words of one dictation 
before they start to write/draw anything. Encourage them to decide which word from the dictation names the 
biggest circle first, and then to label the smaller ones. 

Read the words as often as necessary to help them remember and to enable them to do the task. Once they have 
done it, read the words ‘one last time’ before moving on to the next dictation. Don’t help them to correct 
anything yet.

Note: If you think your child needs more practice with an easier model before going on to a more complex one, 
you can always print an extra copy of the sheet, or draw one of the blank models on a sheet of paper at that 
moment, and make up another dictation of your own that matches the relevant model. You can also change the 
sequence of the words in any dictation to make it more or less challenging (when the words go in order from the 
biggest grouping to the smallest, it is easier for the child). You can also cut the sheet in half horizontally so that 
your child only sees the models involving two levels of classification at first, and go through the presenting and 
checking steps on the next page, before moving on to the second half (bottom half) of the sheet and repeating 
the process.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Blank Visual Models Sheet

 A set of 3 Reaction Cards: 
minus, plus and question 
mark (per child)

 2 differently coloured 
pencils and a rubber (per 
child)

10–15 minutes

BLANK VISUAL MODELS

To master the creation of visual models showing the relationships between 
categories in a classificatory system
To practise assigning categories to the different levels of a blank visual model 
To develop symbolic literacy – code and decode visual models
To develop listening skills – be able to respond to dictation
To develop social and communication skills – take part in discussion, listen and respond
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Your child listens attentively to your dictation of a list of items to be classified.
Your child understands which circle in a blank Grouping Circles model represents each item in the dictated list.
Your child can accurately label a blank Grouping Circles model with the initials of the items in the dictated list (or with symbols).
Your child can present their labelled models, respond to the Reaction Card shown to them and make any corrections to their models.
Your child can use the appropriate Reaction Cards to communicate their opinion, when presented with a model of their own or from
another child.
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Here are the words for each of the six dictations – the numbers below match the numbers in red on the Blank Visual Models sheet, and they go in 
order of complexity: 

1) Vegetable, carrot.

2) Spoon, cutlery, fork.

3) Apricot, pear, fruit, banana.

4) Mammal, dog, Labrador.

5) Meal, toast, cereal, dinner, fish, potato, breakfast.

6) Plant, flower, oak, daffodil, rose, buttercup, tree.

When they have finished, give your child a different coloured pencil and put out a set of Reaction Cards. Explain that ‘plus’ means ‘I agree’, ‘minus’ 
means ‘I disagree’, and ‘question mark’ means ‘I’m puzzled about something and I want to ask a question’.

Go through each of the Grouping Circles models that they have created from the dictations in turn. Read the appropriate dictation out again, and ask 
them to show you, and explain, how they labelled their Grouping Circle model. Use the Reaction Cards to respond to them – if you have more than 
one child doing this session, have each child use a Reaction Card Set to respond to the model that the other has created for each dictation. If you are 
doing this with just one child, you should also take a few of your child’s models and present them back to your child, having them use the Reaction 
Cards to respond to what you say and show them.

Discuss any difficulties, answer any questions and then encourage them to correct any mistakes that they made using their coloured pencil.

BLANK VISUAL MODELS – continued

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

L43



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd L43



©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd L43

Cut out each Reaction Card separately.
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