
Mammals and Birds, Wild and Domestic:

Put out your teddy and leave him ‘watching’ for the moment. Put all the animals cards out and ask your child if 
they can divide them into groups. Name the groups, and explain what they have done. As always, listen to their 
suggestions and discuss. Then if they haven’t already chosen this way, agree that there are other possible 
categorisations: ‘mammals’ and ‘birds’. Ask them how they can divide the mammals into groups (wild and 
domestic) and then, similarly, if they can divide the birds into two groups (wild and domestic).

Draw Grouping Circles to represent this on a large sheet of paper. Ask your child to add 
a symbol for each circle on a Post-it, and to place the animal cards on the appropriate 
parts of the model.

Now draw attention to teddy and explain that he is interested in understanding about 
different animals in the world, and how they are the same and different, but he doesn’t 
really understand the model that you have made. Ask your child if they can tell him/her the 
‘story of this model’. Whisper to them that when they tell the ‘story’, they should explain 
which is more and which is fewer. If necessary, start them off by saying: We can see...

The story should go something like this: We can see all the animals in the big circle; we can see mammals in this 
smaller circle, and the mammals are divided into wild and domestic; we can see birds in this circle and the birds 
are divided into wild and domestic. We can see that there are more animals than mammals; more mammals 
than wild mammals or than domestic mammals; more animals than birds, more birds than wild birds or than 
domestic birds.

Have teddy agree that it is clearer now and thank your child. Leave him watching the next part of the session.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Picture cards of 4 birds (2 
land and 2 water) and 4 
land mammals

 A sheet of A4 paper and a 
pencil (per child)

 A large sheet (A2) of white 
paper and a pen

 Small Post-it notes for 
symbols

 A teddy/soft toy

15–20 minutes

LAND BIRDS AND WATER BIRDS

To master the creation of visual models showing the relationships between categories 
in a classificatory system, and be able to explain what they represent
To reinforce the idea that we can classify the same set of objects in different ways, 
depending on the criteria selected
To develop symbolic literacy – code and decode visual models
To practise drawing Grouping Circles and appropriate symbols
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Your child can explain a visual model representing the classification of animal pictures into mammals (wild/domestic) and birds 
(wild/domestic).
Your child can explain a visual model representing the classification of animal pictures into mammals and birds (land/water).
Your child can change the way they sort the pictures in response to a change in classification (wild/domestic, land/water).
Your child can create appropriate symbols for labelling the visual models.
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The Cards Are The Same But We Can Tell a Different Story:

Tell your child to watch carefully. Remove the symbols for ‘wild’ and ‘domestic’ from the model. Regroup the pictures of the mammals so that they 
are still inside the ‘mammals’ circle, and the same for the birds in the ‘birds’ circle, so that the wild and domestic animals in each no longer form 
distinct groups.

Ask your child if they can find a different way to group the pictures of the birds. If necessary, use questions to help them divide the pictures into ‘land 
birds’ and ‘water birds’. Ask them to move the pictures on the model, and to draw the relevant symbols on Post-it notes and stick them into the 
appropriate circles.

When they have finished, ask: Can the mammals here be divided into land and water mammals?  Agree that they cannot.

Have teddy pretend to be a bit muddled again and ask your child to tell the story of the model as before. Support them as necessary. It should go 
something like this: We can see all the animals in the big circle; we can see mammals in this smaller circle; we can see birds in this smaller circle and 
the birds are divided into land birds and water birds. We can see that there are more animals than mammals; more animals than birds, more birds 
than land birds or than water birds. We can also see that you cannot divide these mammals into land and water mammals – they are just land 
mammals.

Can You Group Them A Different Way?

Explain to your child that they are going to make a different kind of Grouping Circles Puzzle – one where a big group of something can be divided into 
smaller groups in different ways, so two puzzles for the same group of ‘objects’.

Give them an A4 sheet of paper and ask them to fold it in half. Explain that they are going to draw the same set of Grouping Circles on each half. They 
must use the same ‘objects’ in both puzzles, but group them in a different way for each puzzle. 

Ask them to think carefully about what they want their Grouping Circles puzzle to be. When they have finished thinking, they can share their ideas 
with you if they want to. Remind them, if necessary, that they are not allowed to draw lots of pictures of things in the circles – instead they must write 
initial letters or draw symbols to show what goes in each.

When they have finished, ask another child or family member to ‘solve’ each puzzle on the sheet in turn – they should explain what they think the 
symbols or initial letters represent, and then tell the story of what they think each model shows and represents. Finally, praise your child for cleverly 
using the same big group of ‘objects’ and grouping them differently in each puzzle, according to the criteria that they chose for each one.

LAND BIRDS AND WATER BIRDS – continued
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Cut out each picture card separately.
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