
 An A3 sheet of white paper 
with a line drawn down the 
middle (per child and for 
you)

 Charcoal or thick pencils 

15–20 minutes

GOOD AND BAD WEATHER

Start by talking about what we see in windy weather as opposed to calm weather – people’s clothes blowing in 
the wind, their umbrellas turning inside out, trees and branches moving, flags flying horizontally, leaves dancing 
about, rubbish lifting off the ground and so on.

Ask your child what they notice particularly about trees when the wind is stronger than normal (that the trees 
and/or their branches sway with the movement of the air – the air ‘pushes’ them). Discuss the position of the 
branches when it is very windy and when it is calm (leaning to the side and moving; upwards and outwards, and 
still). Agree that when the wind stops or is only slight, the trees go back to their ‘normal’ position and are still 
again. 

Ask your child to pretend to be a tree with you. Say: At first the weather is very calm… Show them how to stand 
up still and straight, and encourage them to copy you. Then say: But then the wind begins to blow…  Show them 
how to move their bodies and arms to imitate branches moving in the wind, leaning over to the side but swaying 
quite gently. Then say: But then the wind really begins to howl through the forest… Exaggerate your movements 
even further. Look at each other’s positions and movements. 

Now show your child how they could draw a life-like image of ‘a tree in calm weather’ on one side of the paper, 
using lines and shading, and then an image of ‘a tree that is blowing about in the wind’ on the other side. Discuss 
the techniques whilst you are doing it, drawing attention to the contrasting details.

Give your child their materials and ask them to draw their own tree ‘in calm conditions’ and the same tree ‘in 
windy conditions’, one on each side of their paper.

Help them, as necessary, to focus on creating a clear, recognisable difference between the two trees.

Your child can draw two contrasting pictures of trees – one in windy weather and one in calm weather.

To develop drawing skills
To create a life-like image of an object
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Read a book or a poem about 
a windy day or the wind, 
either before or after the 
session, or whilst they are 

drawing.
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