
Let’s Help the Grouping Guides:

Put out the two models that your child created in the last session, L37, i.e. the one showing the relationships 
between all the animals, animals in hot climates and animals in cold climates, and the one showing the 
relationships between all the animals, wild animals and domestic animals.

Show your child the Grouping Guides and say: Do you remember the Grouping Guides? They found your two 
Grouping Circles Models in the night. They tried and tried to work out what the symbols meant but they couldn’t. 
Can you explain the models so that the Grouping Guides will understand them?

Encourage them to explain what the two models represent, and support them with specific questions where 
necessary or to add clarity. Have the Grouping Guides thank them and then say, ‘OK, we understand the models 
now. But we have some tricky questions for you.’ 

Do Wild Animals Live Only in Hot Climates?

Have the Grouping Guides say, ‘Our first question is: Do wild animals live only in hot climates?’

To help your child answer the Grouping Guides’ question, give them the pictures cards of the animals and ask 
them to take out all the wild animal pictures. Put the domestic animal pictures to one side. Suggest that they 
divide the wild animal pictures into two groups, those living in hot climates and those living in cold climates. It 
should be clear that some wild animals live in cold climates.

Now give your child a sheet of paper and a pencil, and ask if they can draw a Grouping 
Circles Model to show the Grouping Guides that some wild animals live in cold climates 
and some live in hot climates.
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ONE BLOCK OF FLATS FOR ALL THE ANIMALS

To develop symbolic literacy – code and decode visual models
To use visual modelling to develop understanding of relationships between categories 
in a classification system
To introduce a visual model to represent a classification system involving a hierarchy of three levels
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Your child can sort wild animals and domestic animals into groups showing ones from hot and cold climates.
Your child can draw a visual model to represent the classification of wild animals, and another of domestic animals.
Your child can add a large circle enclosing the wild animal and domestic animal circles to create a visual model with three levels 
(animals/wild or domestic/hot or cold climate).
Your child can use symbols to reinterpret the meaning of the same three-level model.
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Do Domestic Animals Live Only in Cold Climates?

Now have the Grouping Guides ask, ‘Do domestic animals live only in cold climates?’

To help your child answer this question, put all the animal cards back together and suggest that they divide the pictures into 
two groups, ‘animals living in hot climates’ and ‘animals living in cold climates’. It should be clear to them that some domestic 
animals live in hot climates.

Give your child another sheet of paper, and ask if they can draw a model to show the Grouping Guides that some domestic 
animals live in cold climates and some domestic animals in hot climates.

Let’s Make One Model Out of Two (Three-Level Hierarchical Relationship)

Have the Grouping Guides say, ‘Thank you for answering our questions! We can see the answers when we look at the pictures cards of the animals, but 
we can’t see the answers clearly when we look at the models you have drawn.’

Ask your child: Is there a way that we could change the model so that the Grouping Guides can easily see the answers to their questions without 
looking at the picture cards? Is there something we can add to the model so that everyone can see that there are wild animals and domestic animals 
and that both wild animals and domestic animals live in both hot and cold climates?

Ask for their ideas and help them to find a solution by using the following questions and process, while simultaneously drawing out the solution on a 
large sheet of paper:

What did we do first? We separated all the animals into wild and domestic animals. So which circles can we use to show 
that? Yes, this one is for domestic animals and that one is for wild animals.

What did we do then? We separated the wild animals into ones that live in hot climates and ones that live in cold climates. So 
which circles can we use to show that? Yes, we use the little circles inside the bigger circle for wild animals, one for those that 
live in hot climates, and one for those that live in cold climates.

Now what? We separated the domestic animals into ones that live in hot climates and ones that live in cold climates. So which
circles can we use to show that? Yes, we use the little circles inside the big circle for domestic animals, one for those that live 
in hot climates, and one for those that live in cold climates.

But what do we need to finish our model? How can we show that wild animals are animals and domestic animals are animals? 
What could we do? That’s right, we can draw one big circle right round the circle for wild animals AND the circle for domestic 
animals – the big circle for ALL the animals!  Ask your child to draw this last circle.

Now give your child the small Post-It notes and coloured pencils, and ask them to add symbols to label the different circles on the model. Point out 
that the symbol for the hot climate and for the cold climate in both cases should be the same. Check their symbols together and then have them 
stick them onto the model in the relevant circles.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

ONE BLOCK OF FLATS FOR ALL THE ANIMALS – continued 
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One Block of Flats for All the Animals:

To help your child understand and remember the meaning of the model you just created, introduce the idea of a block of flats, with flats and then 
rooms within the flats. Point to the different parts of the model as you say this:

This is like ‘the block of flats where all the animals live’.

And this is the wild animals’ flat in the block of flats where all the animals live.

And this is the hot climate wild animals’ room in the wild animals’ flat, in the block of flats where all the animals live.

And this is the cold climate wild animals’ room in the wild animals’ flat, in the block of flats where all the animals live.

And this is the domestic animals’ flat in the block of flats where all the animals live.

And this is the hot climate domestic animals’ room in the domestic animals’ flat, in the block of flats where all the animals live.

And this is the cold climate domestic animals’ room in the domestic animals’ flat, in the block of flats where all the animals live.

Let’s Flip the Model:

Take off all the symbol Post-It notes except for the one that means ‘all the animals’. 

Then put one of the symbols representing hot climates in one of the bigger circles inside the animals circle, and ask: If this circle 
is the block of flats for all the animals and this, where I’ve put the Post-It, is the flat for all the animals that live in a hot climate, 
who lives in the other flat? (Animals that live in a cold climate.) Ask them to put the symbol for the cold climate in the other 
flat.

Now ask: If this is the flat for animals who live in a cold climate, who lives in this room and who lives in that room? (Wild 
animals that live in a cold climate; domestic animals that live in a cold climate). Ask them to put the symbols in place.

Finally ask: And if this is the flat for animals who live in hot climates, who lives in this room and who lives in that room? (Wild 
animals that live in a hot climate, domestic animals that live in a hot climate). If necessary, point out that they will need to 
make an extra ‘wild animals’ symbol and extra ‘domestic animals’ symbol, identical to the other ones in the cold climate 
circle. Then have them put the symbols in place to complete a flipped version of the model. 

Discuss the differences in the two versions of the models that you have just created – how the first level of circles in the biggest circle represented wild 
and domestic before, and now they represent hot and cold climates. 

ONE BLOCK OF FLATS FOR ALL THE ANIMALS – continued 
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