
Note: Put the Doll and the Toy Soldier Picture Cards into your pocket before you start. 

Boys and Girls Come Out to Play:

Spread out the twelve picture cards of the boys and girls. Ask your child if they can divide them into groups. They 
will likely group them into ‘boys’ and ‘girls’, but if not, discuss their ideas and then explain that today you will 
group them this way. 

When your child has grouped the pictures and named the groups verbally, draw two circles on your whiteboard 
or sheet of paper. Explain that these are Grouping Circles, and then ask your child if they can guess what they are 
for. Agree: Every one in the boy group goes in one circle and every one that goes in the other circle is in the girl 
group. So we can use the circles to represent the two groups.

Ask your child for ideas of how to draw a symbol for the ‘girls’ and a symbol for the ‘boys’, and then ask them to 
draw their best idea for each in the relevant circle. 

Now draw a large circle around the two smaller ones and ask your child to tell you what it could mean (the 
bigger group that contains both ‘boys’ and ‘girls’ is the group of ‘children’). Ask them to draw a symbol 
representing ‘children’ in the big Grouping Circle.

Finally, ask: Which is more, the children or the boys? (Children.) And which is fewer, the girls or the children? 
(Girls.) If your child has difficulty with these questions, draw attention to the relative sizes of the circles, as in 
previous sessions.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 6 Boy and 6 Girl Picture 
Cards

 A Doll Picture Card and a 
Toy Soldier Picture Card

 Grouping Circles Model 
showing children, boys and 
girls (per child)

 A whiteboard (or 1 sheet of 
A3 paper if not) and pens

 A pencil (per child)

 2 sheets of A5 paper (per 
child)

10–15 minutes

BOYS AND GIRLS COME OUT TO PLAY

To practise comparing the ‘volumes’ of supersets and subsets
To discover that there are different ways to classify and categorise the same group of objects
To develop symbolic literacy – code and decode visual models 
To practise drawing Grouping Circles and creating symbols for categories independently

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

Your child can create symbols for children, boys and girls.
Your child can find many different ways to divide the same pictures of children into two groups.
Your child can use a Grouping Circles Model and use appropriate symbols to represent the categories that they create.
Your child can create a Grouping Circles Model that could be used as a puzzle for others.
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But Where Does the Doll Belong? 

Now give your child their pre-prepared Grouping Circles Model showing children, boys and girls. Ask them to identify the ‘boys’, the ‘girls’ and then 
the ‘children’ on the model, by ‘reading’ the symbols.

Take the Doll Picture Card out of your pocket and say: Oh look, I’ve found another card! Where do you think this one belongs? Can you draw a square 
representing this doll on your model?

Discuss where your child has drawn the square. You will probably find that they have placed it in the ‘girls’ circle, the big circle or outside the circle, as 
in the images below. Ask your child to explain why they chose that place for the square. 

Finally, agree that the doll is not actually living, so not a boy, or a girl, or a child, so the only correct place for it is outside the circle (last option above). 
If they haven’t done it already, have them draw a square outside the model on their sheet to show this.

Repeat the procedure using the Toy Soldier Picture Card, and have your child draw a small triangle to mark where it should go.

How Else Could We Group Them?

Discuss with your child all the other ways that the Boy and Girl Picture Cards could be divided (long and short hair; blue and brown eyes; trousers and 
skirts; tall and short; hats and no hats; light skin and dark skin; and so on).

Emphasise that the same objects or pictures can be divided in many different ways – their classification depends on which characteristics we are 
looking at.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

BOYS AND GIRLS COME OUT TO PLAY – continued 

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

L35



How Many Ways Can We Group the Children?

Ask your child to choose one of the other ways of grouping the Boy and Girl Picture Cards and make their own Grouping Circles Model to show it. Ask 
them to draw two small circles inside a big one on a sheet of A5 paper, and then create symbols for each circle so that anyone can understand how 
to divide the cards. Explain that they mustn’t draw the pictures inside the circles – they can only use symbols to show what should go in each circle.

For example, they draw two smaller circles, one labelled with a symbol for ‘trousers’ and the other with a symbol for ‘skirt’. The symbol for the bigger 
grouping circle, the superset, can then be ‘children’ or ‘children wearing clothes’, as they wish and according to what is appropriate. 

When your child has finished creating their Grouping Circles Model, discuss it together and see if you (or another child doing this session) can work 
out what everything is and what is represented by each circle. Group the Boy and Girl Picture Cards according to the Model to check how it works. If 
anything isn’t clear, encourage your child to correct their Model. 

Repeat this at least one more time with a different way of grouping the cards each time.

Your child could repeat this more times if they want to, and you could create a booklet or folder of their models called ‘How Many Ways Can We 
Group the Children?’ to go with an envelope of the Boy and Girl Picture Cards. They can then use this as a puzzle to play with friends or other family 
members – challenge them to ‘read’ the symbols on each model and then group the cards accordingly into the two subsets.  

BOYS AND GIRLS COME OUT TO PLAY – continued 
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Cut out each Boy Picture Card separately.
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Cut out each Girl Picture Card separately.
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Cut out the Doll and the Toy Soldier Picture Cards separately.
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Grouping Circles Model
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