
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 Your finished felt 
composition of the winter 
wood from the pervious 
session – with snowdrifts, 
snowmen, a bear and 
rabbits

 Coloured threads

 Circles, triangles and 
squares in different colours 
and sizes

10–15 minutes

LET’S DECORATE THE WOOD

Look at the winter wood composition from the last session together and talk about what you can see. Then ask 
your child to remove the bear as he is hibernating now and sleeping soundly. 

Tell your child that the animals and snowmen would like some help putting up their Christmas/winter festival 
decorations. Explain that the wood needs lots of decorations, with different patterns on them. Ask your child for 
their ideas about how to decorate the wood.

Show them a way that they can ‘hang decorations’ on trees. Lay a thread between two trees and establish an 
alternating pattern of circles (that are the same size but two different colours) by putting the first three circles 
along the thread. 

Ask your child to continue the pattern and, if necessary, ask them to check the repeating pattern by verbalising 
what felt pieces they have put down. For example: So we have red then blue then red then blue then blue… does 
that look and sound right? 

When you feel confident that your child understands how to construct the repeating pattern, ask them to create 
their own simple repeating pattern to ‘hang up in the wood’ between some other trees or snowmen.

Whilst they are doing that, put another thread between two other trees or snowmen and start a repeating 
pattern of three different colours and/or shapes and/or sizes. Ask your child to help you finish the pattern. Then 
ask them if they can create their own more complex repeating pattern, like the one you started and they just 
finished, between some other trees or snowmen. 

Allow your child to work as independently as possible to fill the wood with decorations. If they require help, 
prompt them by using questions, offering verbal explanations or by demonstration.

To end the session, talk together about what they have done and admire the beauty of the wood with its 
Christmas/winter festival decorations.

Your child can follow a given procedure for constructing a repeating geometric pattern.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever increasing range of language to describe objects and the natural world and to 
express their thoughts and feelings.
Your child can show they enjoy the work of the session (e.g. by staying on task).
Your child admires their completed work.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform a representation of a wood in winter
To use a given procedure to add an alternating pattern of geometric shapes 
To develop awareness of seasonal activity and change
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