
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘Creatures of the Snowy 
Wood’ set up beforehand: 
blue background, some 
grey ovals for clouds, fir 
trees and bare trees, and a 
semi-hidden yellow sun 
(same as CM24)

 A set of brown felt pieces 
for the bear: 1 large brown 
oval, 4 medium ovals and 4 
small ovals; 1 medium 
circle and 3 small circles

 White geometric substitute 
shapes for constructing 
rabbits (see images)

 Access to the pieces from 
the full felt pack and the 
extra felt sheets for cutting 
out small, personalised 
details to add to your 
animals

15–20 minutes

RABBITS HAVE COME OUT

Ask your child if they remember how the bear went off to sleep at the end of the last felt game/activity, ‘Bears in 
the Wood’. Look at ‘Creatures of the Snowy Wood’ together, and talk about what the picture shows. Then point 
out that the creatures are missing, including the bear.  

Ask your child if they can help put the bear into the scene, asleep in his den. Work together to add a bear like 
this, discussing it as you do it:

When you have finished, admire the cute bear together and say: Now there’s the bear. Ah, the cute brown bear’s 
asleep in its den. Why is it asleep in its den? (Because bears hibernate in winter when it’s cold and there isn’t 
much food for them to eat.)

Now recite this poem:

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can add a sleeping bear to the scene using appropriate substitute shapes. 
Your child can follow your procedure for constructing a stylised rabbit independently, but varying 
expressive details so that it isn’t an exact copy of yours.
Your child talks about their work, using an ever increasing range of language to describe objects 
and the natural world, and to express their thoughts and feelings.
Your child admires their completed work.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To use a given procedure to add and modify specified features 
To make independent choices of substitutes
To work both independently and collaboratively  
To develop awareness of seasonal change (winter)
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The wind’s blowing icy 
As onto the ground 
Snowflakes are falling 
With never a sound.

No creatures are stirring
Not even one bird
Deep in the forest
No sound’s to be heard.

The brown bear is sleeping 
So still in his den
He’ll sleep until spring 
When the sun comes again.

Now tell your child: The wood has become really quiet, and there are no creatures to be seen. But hold on, what’s that? (Tilt your head with your hand 
behind your ear.) I can hear a noise… what could it be?  Discuss their ideas and then give them a clue: He’s got long ears and a short tail; he likes eating 
lettuce and carrots. Who is it? (A rabbit.)

Take your white felt shapes and start to construct a small stylised rabbit, talking about it as you do it. Here are some ideas:

When you have completed the rabbit, review the steps you took with your child: Which shape did I use for the body? For the head? For the paws? For 
the tail? For ears? And so on. What did I do first? Then what? And so on.

Ask your child to add another rabbit to the picture, so that anyone can see that the rabbits have come out to play in the snow. Ask them to create a 
rabbit that is opposite in size to yours (i.e. a larger one), with its body in a different position, and to put it wherever they choose on the scene. They can 
add any facial features that they want to. Encourage them to work independently but provide support in the form of questions should they require it.

When they have finished, look at the rabbits in the scene and talk about them. Ask your child to give them names and tell you about what they are 
doing. Finish by admiring the cute rabbits, and sleeping bear once more, and praising your child for specific features of their rabbit done well.
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