
 4 items of furniture

 The remaining substitute 
shapes from VS15 (per 
child)

 An A3 sheet of coloured 
paper – to be the ‘doll’s 
room’ – marked with a door 
and 2 windows like this (for 
you)

 An A3 sheet of coloured 
paper – to be a plan of the 
‘doll’s room’ (per child)

 3 pieces of coloured tape or 
3 paper strips and glue – for 
marking the door and 
windows (per child)

 A toy phone and a small 
doll to be Mirabelle

 Some Blu-Tack or similar

15–20 minutes

PLAN OF MIRABELLE’S ROOM

Introduction:

Put up your ‘doll’s room’ with some Blu-Tack onto a wall or board. Introduce Mirabelle to your child. Then say: 
Mirabelle has just moved into her new house and she has bought some furniture to put inside. Would you like to 
see? She bought a table, a bed and an armchair (show the pictures of these). Hold the doll up to your ear and 
pretend to listen to her. Then say: She wants me to tell you something. She says she has to go shopping again 
and she needs help to arrange the furniture in her room while she is out. She wants us to help her. Shall we try?

Together with your child, arrange the pictures of the table, the bed and the armchair in the doll’s room – stick 
them into place with some Blu-Tack. 

Give your child their set of substitute shapes and their doll’s room plan. Ask them to decide and tell you which 
shape is best for representing the table (the largest circle) – prompt them if necessary to look at the shape and 
features of the table. Repeat for the bed (the widest rectangle) and for the armchair (a largest square). 

Then ask your child to put their substitute shapes on their plan to show where the actual furniture in the doll’s 
room is, i.e. according to the exact placement of the bed, table and armchair. Talk about the importance of 
having the plan the same way up as the doll's room, to avoid any confusion.

Ask: Do you think we should add anything else to the plan to make sure it’s clear where everything is and which 
way up the plan goes? Agree that marking the door and the windows would help make it clearer and give them 
a way to describe the position of the items of furniture if necessary. Give them the three strips of tape or paper 
and have them stick them onto their plan to mark the position of the door and windows in the doll’s room.

Describing Position:

Now pretend that the toy phone is ringing and answer it. Say that it is Mirabelle on the phone and that she 
wants to know how her furniture has been arranged.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can choose the most suitable substitute shapes for furniture, place them on a plan and 
accurately describe where they have put them.

To develop spatial awareness and use positional vocabulary correctly in context
To develop the ability to make a plan of a room
To develop the ability to represent real objects with symbols 
To understand and interpret symbols when seen
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Ask your child to speak into the phone and explain where the table, the bed and the armchair are, so that Mirabelle will know. There are obviously 
several ways to describe the positions of the items of the furniture so if you have more than one child doing this session, ask each for their ideas on 
how to explain it. Add some of your own ideas where appropriate and help them clarify their explanations if necessary. Model and encourage the use 
of words that indicate position and direction in relation to the windows, walls, door and the position of other items of furniture already explained, for 
example: to the left/right of, in the centre, next to, in front of, closer to, further away from, opposite, alongside and so on. 

When they have finished explaining, say that Mirabelle has thanked them and will see them shortly. ‘End’ the call.

Bring Mirabelle out again. Tell your child: Mirabelle has now come back from shopping. She bought a stool for her room too (show the stool). Ask your 
child which substitute shape is best for the stool (the small triangle), and prompt them if necessary.

Say: So where is Mirabelle going to put the stool? Pretend to listen to Mirabelle talking in your ear, and then tell your child that Mirabelle thinks that  
all the furniture should be rearranged.

Take all the furniture out of the room. Ask your child to take their substitute shapes off their plan too. 

Have Mirabelle come over to your child. Ask your child: Can you tell Mirabelle where you think she should put the table? Use your shapes and your 
doll’s room plan to show her. Encourage your child to pick up their circle and put it wherever they choose on the plan. Then ask your child to explain 
to Mirabelle where to put the table so that it is in exactly the same place in the room as the circle on their plan.

When your child has told Mirabelle where to put the table, have Mirabelle go back to the doll’s room and respond appropriately on her behalf to 
whatever your child has said, for example: Mirabelle says that she will take your advice because your explanation was so clear that she is sure to put 
the table in exactly the right place, even if she can’t see the plan for herself. Or if it’s not very clear: Mirabelle says that it’s still not very clear and so she 
is wondering if you can explain again another way, in order to help her understand better.

Consolidate and Extend:

Now ask your child to mark where they think Mirabelle should put the rest of her furniture – encourage them to arrange all the substitute shapes for 
the furniture on their doll’s room plan in the positions they choose.

When they have finished, praise them for making a great plan of the room. Ask them to explain to Mirabelle where each item is, in turn. After each 
description, have Mirabelle ‘go back’ to the doll’s room and put each item of furniture where your child told her to put it on her behalf.

As you position the items of furniture, 'discuss' the layout with your child, and make appropriate comments on Mirabelle’s behalf, for example: 
Mirabelle says that you told her to put the armchair in the middle of the room, but on your plan it is nearer to the window. Continue until Mirabelle 
has all of the items of furniture in exactly the same places in the doll’s room as the substitute shapes on your child’s plan. 

To end, have Mirabelle express her joy at the layout of her new furniture in her room.

Keep everything for the next session (VS17).

PLAN OF MIRABELLE’S ROOM – continued 
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Cut out each item of furniture separately, with little white showing.
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