
 ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’ 
storybook (provided as a 
separate file)

 Props such as three dolls 
(mother, daughter and old 
woman), a large pot and a 
spoon (all optional)

15–20 minutes

THE MAGIC PORRIDGE POT – Introduction to the Story

Show your child the cover of the storybook, and ask them what they think it will be about. 

Read them the story in a lively way, using props if you can and encouraging their participation, as recommended 
in the ‘Story Grammar – Introduction’ document. 

Either during or after the reading, as appropriate, ask your child these some or all of these questions about the 
content of the story:

• What is our story called? What is its title?
• How does the story begin?
• What is it about?
• Where did her mother want the little girl to go? Why?
• Who did she meet on the way?
• What did the old woman give her?
• How did her mother feel when she saw the pot?
• What did the little girl have to say to make the porridge pot start cooking the porridge? And to make it stop?
• Why did the little girl leave her mother at home alone with the porridge pot?
• What did the mother decide to do? What did she have to say?
• What did the little girl see when she came home?
• What had happened? Why couldn’t her mother make the porridge pot stop cooking?
• How did the little girl make the porridge pot stop cooking?
• Why was it a good thing that the porridge was so delicious?
• Who knew what to do, to stop the porridge pot cooking?
• Who was the biggest in size, the mother or her daughter?
• Which character do you like best? Why?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To introduce the Brothers Grimm story ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’
To develop knowledge of the main characters and the plot of the story
To develop the ability to share responses, feelings and personal experiences 
To develop the ability to give detailed answers to questions about the story 
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Your child can listen attentively to the story and share their ideas about it. 
Your child can give detailed, accurate answers to questions about the story. 
Your child can explain how the different characters feel at different points in the plot.
Your child can imitate and recognise different characters by the distinctive voices, intonations and movements associated with them.



THE MAGIC PORRIDGE POT – Introduction to the story – continued

Then encourage your child to ask you their own questions about the story. Praise them for ‘why’, ‘what for’ and ‘how’ questions.

Understanding the Characters and Objects:

Talk about each of the characters. Help your child describe them in as much detail as possible. Describe the qualities that are visible (size, colouring, 
age) and those qualities that are invisible (kind, sad, hungry, delicious, delightful, lucky).

In preparation for the use of the substitute shapes for this story in later sessions, emphasise the distinctive colours associated with the characters and 
objects, and/or the colours that they have in common – purple for the family of mother and daughter (purple dress and purple shoes respectively), 
yellow for the porridge and the porridge pot.

Ask your child to show you how the characters behave at different points in the story – for example, how the little girl picked berries, took the 
porridge pot home to her mother, or how the mother could not stop the pot from cooking more porridge.

Help your child to ‘talk just like the little girl’ when she spoke nicely to the old woman, asked the porridge pot to cook, and asked the porridge pot to 
stop cooking. Then help them to ‘talk just like the old woman’ when she gives the little girl the porridge pot. Finally, help them to ‘talk just like the 
mother’ when she tries to make the porridge pot stop cooking and can’t. Help them to use contrasting voices and appropriate intonation so that they
build their ability to represent and understand the emotions and events experienced by the characters.

Play the game ‘Guess Who I Am’:

Mime one of the characters, and ask your child to ‘guess who I am’. Then let your child mime a character of their choice and have you and any other 
family members guess. 

Then ask your child to close their eyes while you imitate the speech of a character, and they have to guess who you are. Then swap over as before.
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