
 Symbol cards for ‘equal to’, 
‘not equal to’, ‘greater than’ 
and ‘less than’ from M43

 Draw the Symbol sheet (per 
child)

 Number digit cards for 0 to 
10 from M29, M30, M31 and 
M32

 An extra set of number 
cards from 0 to 10

 2 differently coloured 
hoops as in M43

 20 toys or other objects as 
in M43

 A pencil (per child)

10–15 minutes

TALKING SYMBOLS

Your child can use mathematical language meaningfully: equal (to), not equal (to), less than and 
greater than.
Your child can say whether one number is equal to, greater than or less than another.
Your child can draw symbols correctly to show whether one number is equal to, greater than or
less than another, to make the correct equation. 

To foster the ability to use symbols in mathematics
To develop the ability to construct a simple equation 
To practise comparing numbers
To introduce the special mathematical symbols for equal to, not equal to, greater than and less than
To encourage the use of mathematical language: equal (to), not equal (to), greater than and less than
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Mathematical Symbols for Comparison:

Remind your child of the symbols from M43. Ask them if they can remember their names/meaning, and prompt 
them if necessary.

Maths Talk: Comparing Sets

Place an equal number of toys in each hoop. Ask your child to turn away. Add or remove objects, or make no 
change at all. Ask your child to turn back and look carefully to see whether the number of objects has changed. 
Ask them to place the appropriate symbol between the hoops to represent the ‘equation’ correctly, and then to 
verbalise what they have done, using the colour of the hoop to distinguish between the two quantities, ‘reading’ 
the symbol correctly and going from left to right. For example in the image below: ‘The number of toys in the 
orange hoop is greater than the number of toys in the blue hoop’. 

Repeat various times, so they can practise verbalising ‘equations’ using all three symbols several times each.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE



Maths Talk: Counting and Comparing Sets

Now your child will move to using numerals to represent the quantity of objects, together with the symbols.

Put out the two sets of number cards from 1 to 10, and place five objects in each hoop. Ask your child to choose the correct number card for the 
number of objects in each hoop and put them underneath the corresponding hoop. Then ask them to place the correct symbol between the two 
numbers. Verbalise the equation together, for example: ‘5 is equal to 5’ as in the example below. 

Repeat a few times with different quantities in each hoop, so they can practise verbalising the equations using numbers. For example: ‘6 is greater 
than 4’, ‘3 is less than 7’ and so on.

Maths Talk: Comparing Numbers Using Numerals Only

This time, repeat the game above with no objects at all. Ask your child to select a number and put it in the right-hand hoop. You or another child 
chooses a number for the left hoop. Then ask your child to select the correct symbol to put between the two hoops. Ask them to explain what the 
symbol means and then verbalise the equation. For example: ‘6 is less than 8’.

Repeat a few times.

Draw the Symbol:

Give your child the Draw the Symbol sheet. Ask them to draw the correct symbol between the numbers in each pair – equal to, greater 
than or less than. Remind them to always look at the numbers on each row from left to right. 

When they have finished, help them to check their work by asking them to ‘read’ their equations aloud. If there are errors, ask them to 
think about whether or not the words made sense. For example: 6 is greater than 8… Does that make sense? Is it true?
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