
Where Are They Going?

Place two images of clothing suitable for an African holiday in the envelope marked with a yellow circle, and two 
images showing clothing suitable for a holiday in Antarctica in the envelope marked with a blue circle. The 
envelopes are ‘suitcases’.

Introduce the boys, and tell your child: Mosi and Talib are very excited because they are going on holiday 
tomorrow. They are both going to different places, and they want to see if you are clever enough to guess who is 
going where. One of the boys is going to Africa and one to Antarctica. 

Show your child a map of the world, and help them to locate the two places. Discuss what the weather is like in 
these parts of the world, what you might see there, and the different types of clothing that you might need to 
take depending on where you are going.

Show them the two ‘suitcases’ – Mosi’s is the blue one and Talib’s is the yellow one. Ask your child to look for 
clues to help them work out which boy is going where. Agree that they can open the ‘suitcases’ and take a look 
at the clothes inside them. 

Discuss what your child discovers. Focus on what the colours of the suitcases and the items of clothing suggest 
about the weather at each boy’s holiday destination. Confirm: So the boy with the yellow suitcase and light 
clothes for keeping cool must be going to a hot place (Africa), and the boy with the blue suitcase and the warm 
clothes must be going somewhere cold (Antarctica). So Talib will take his yellow suitcase and see elephants and 
lions, while Mosi will take his blue suitcase and see snow, icebergs and penguins.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Two boys, Mosi and Talib

 12 picture cards – 6 of 
winter clothes and 6 of 
summer clothes

 A sheet with a blue and a 
yellow circle drawn on (per 
child)

 2 envelopes – one with a 
yellow circle on it and one 
with a blue circle on it

 A map of the world

 Blue and yellow crayons, 
and a pencil (per child)

10–15 minutes

AFRICA OR ANTARCTICA?

To develop the ability to use Grouping Circles as visual models for conceptualising 
classification and for representing a superset containing two subsets
To use Grouping Circles to represent a superset (clothes) with two subsets (summer 
clothes and winter clothes)
To practise classifying objects – group clothes according to their contrasting functions 
To practise drawing Grouping Circles independently
To develop symbolic literacy – code and decode visual models
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Your child understands that a yellow suitcase containing light clothing is for a trip to Africa and that a blue suitcase containing warm 
clothing is for a trip to Antarctica, and can ‘pack’ further items of clothing into the right suitcases.
Your child can draw the clothes that they would take on an African holiday inside a yellow ‘suitcase’ and ones they would take on a 
holiday to Antarctica inside a blue ‘suitcase’, and draw corresponding symbols (‘summer clothes’ and ‘winter clothes’) appropriately.
Your child can draw a large circle to enclose the ‘suitcases’, and create a symbol to represent what is inside the big circle (‘clothes’).
Your child can explain the symbols that they have drawn.
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Let’s Help the Boys Finish Packing:

Explain that Mosi and Talib have not finished their packing yet. Discuss why it is such a good idea to have a yellow suitcase for the African trip and a 
blue one for the trip to Antarctica (because yellow is the colour of the sun and so it reminds us of hot places; blue is a cold colour and so it reminds us 
of the cold water tap and cold weather).

Take out the remaining clothing cards, and ask your child to help the boys by putting each card in the correct ‘suitcase’ – summer clothes in the 
‘yellow suitcase’ and winter clothes in the ‘blue suitcase’.

Let’s Draw Our Suitcases:

Give your child the sheet with the yellow and blue circles on. Explain that each circle is a ‘suitcase’. Ask them to draw the clothes that they would take 
for an African holiday in the yellow circle and clothes for a holiday in Antarctica in the blue circle. Then ask them to think of a symbol for each type of 
clothing, and then draw it next to the correct ‘suitcase’.

Discuss their drawings – ask them to explain the symbols that they have drawn, and then which place they would rather visit and why.

Let’s Put Winter Clothes and Summer Clothes into a Bigger Set (Superset):

Ask your child to tell you about the differences between the clothes in the two suitcases. Discuss ideas such as: one holds summer clothes for wearing 
in hot weather, so they must be light to keep us cool; they also help to protect our skin, to stop it from getting burned and damaged by the sun’s hot 
rays. The other holds winter clothes for wearing in cold weather, so they must be thick and warm to protect us from freezing.

Remind your child: Even though there are many differences between the summer clothes and the winter clothes, we use the same word for both: 
‘clothes’. Summer clothes and winter clothes are all still clothes. Ask them what they could add to their drawings of the two suitcases to show that 
the summer clothes in Talib’s suitcase and the winter clothes in Mosi’s are all ‘clothes’. Agree that they could do this by drawing a large circle 
enclosing both suitcases/circles.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

AFRICA OR ANTARCTICA? – continued 
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Model the procedure in the air. Use exaggerated movements and intonation to emphasise: Some of the clothes (the summer clothes) go in the yellow 
circle, and some (the winter clothes) go in the blue one, but that all the clothes are inside the big circle, the circle for all the clothes. Have your child 
add a big circle enclosing the ‘suitcases’ to their own drawing, and then ask them to create a symbol next to the big circle to show that all the things 
inside this big circle are in the group ‘clothes’.

Which is More? Which is Fewer?

Ask your child these questions about what they have drawn: 

Which is more, the clothes or the winter clothes? (The clothes.)
Which is fewer, the clothes or the summer clothes? (Summer clothes.) 

If they have difficulty with the questions, draw attention to the relative sizes of the Grouping Circles in their drawing (since the size of each circle 
provides a visual representation of the relative sizes of the superset and the two subsets).

AFRICA OR ANTARCTICA? – continued 
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Cut out each boy separately.
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Cut out each picture card separately.
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