
FROM YOUR BLOCK SET

 Exactly these blocks in a 
basket (per child): 3 cubes, 
1 large half-cube, 2 bricks, 2 
cuboids, 2 small prisms, 1 
cone, 1 small half-cylinder, 
1 large prism and 3 short 
boards

 Full-Size Front-View 
Diagram of Pinocchio’s 
New Marionette Theatre

 Pinocchio puppet from C32

 Some Blu Tack or similar

10–15 minutes

PINOCCHIO'S NEW MARIONETTE THEATRE

Pinocchio's New Marionette Theatre (Building a Structure according to a Detailed Front-View Diagram):

Show Pinocchio, and tell this story: Pinocchio has come to visit again, and he wants to share his dream with you. 
He dreams of building a new marionette theatre. He already knows how he would like it to look from the front. 
He has drawn a detailed front-view diagram – the Camera Shot – and has brought it with him.

Have Pinocchio show the diagram to your child. Then explain that Pinocchio would like your child to build his 
new theatre. Put the diagram up vertically on a wall with some Blu Tack, so that the bottom of it is touching the 
table or floor. Then say: Pinocchio has also put the blocks you will need into a basket, so you can build it for him. 
Give your child their basket of blocks now.

Have Pinocchio whisper in your ear and then explain further: Pinocchio has just told me that he did not have 
enough of one type of block, so he substituted it with two smaller blocks that combine to make the same shape. 
He wonders whether you will be able to spot which block on the diagram was the one that he didn’t have – the 
missing block – and which smaller blocks you can use instead. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To practise ‘reading’ a detailed diagram ‘by eye’ independently and accurately 
To practise analysing a detailed diagram
To practise building a 3D structure that corresponds exactly to a given 2D detailed diagram 
To practise constructing a missing block precisely from smaller blocks
To practise connecting building blocks accurately and building stable structures
To foster independent work 
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Your child can ‘read’ a detailed diagram correctly, ‘by eye’ and without help, and build the 
corresponding structure.
Your child can construct the ‘missing block’ accurately, using two smaller blocks.
Your child can build the structure exactly as shown in the detailed diagram.
Your child connect the building blocks precisely, building a stable structure.
Your child works independently and successfully at all levels of the task.



Continue: Also, he has made a mistake. He put some extra blocks in the basket but he does not want you to use them because he wants his theatre 
built exactly as he has drawn it on the diagram. He will feel very sad if the buildings are not right.

Have your child analyse the diagram – identifying the main parts and naming the building blocks used. Point at the diagram to help your child direct 
their attention to the appropriate parts of it, as you say: Look at the diagram very carefully. Find the centre, the middle, and trace it with your eyes. 
Now look at the bit to the left of the centre, and the bit to the right. Trace these with your eyes too. Look at the top part of the diagram. Trace it with 
your eyes. Look at the bottom. Trace that with your eyes too. Can you see what block Pinocchio didn’t have, what block he was missing? (Support 
your child, if necessary, to realise that there are two large half-cubes on the diagram but they only have one in their basket.) 

Continue: Can you see how to make that missing block with some smaller blocks? When you have decided how to do it, make the missing block 
from the smaller ones and check if it works. Now think about how you are going to start building the whole structure.… Where will you start? Which 
blocks will you use first? Ready, steady… build!  

Have your child to build the theatre as independently as they can, but support them if they really need it.

When they have finished, have Pinocchio check how the constructed theatre matches his diagram by comparing the two, and encourage your child 
to make any corrections necessary at this point. 

Finally, have Pinocchio admire the theatre, get excited and thank them for helping his dream come true.

PINOCCHIO'S NEW MARIONETTE THEATRE – continued 
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