
 Teddy from VS12

 Ali from VS14

 Substitute Shapes for the 
playground equipment 
(per child)

 A toy playground, for 
example using Playmobil 
objects and some figures –
include at least 4 pieces of 
equipment, e.g. a sandpit, a 
swing, a slide, a see-saw, a 
roundabout

 An A3 sheet of green paper

 An A4 sheet of green paper 
(per child)

 A glue stick (per child)

 A red marker/felt tip pen

10–15 minutes

TOY PLAYGROUND

Note: Set up your toy playground before you start on top of the A3 green sheet of paper (to be the grass). There 
are enough substitute shapes provided to give your child a choice of the most appropriate ones according to the 
actual equipment that you have in your set-up. Have your child facing the same way as any other children doing 
the activity, so that they have the same viewpoint when making the plan. 

Show your child the playground you have set up. Add some figures together and talk about the different pieces 
of equipment that are there to play on and what each is called. 

Get out Teddy and Ali and explain: Do you remember Teddy and Ali? Well, Teddy is sick and in bed at home. His 
friend Ali has come to visit him and has told him about this new playground (point to your playground) that he 
and some other friends have just discovered. Teddy is upset that he can’t go there and won’t be able to until he’s 
better. Then Teddy remembered how easy it was to understand the plan of the furniture in Ali’s house! So he 
asked Ali if he could make a plan of the playground and show it to him, so he can get a good idea of what it’s 
really like and most importantly, use that plan when he is able to the playground to check he is at the right one. 
Can you help Ali make a plan using some substitute shapes like you did for the plan of Ali’s furniture for Teddy?

Show all the substitute shapes to your child, and talk to them about which shape best represents each item of 
playground furniture in your set-up, the playground that Ali went to. 

Then show your child the background for the plan (the A4 green sheet of paper) and put it between the 
playground set-up and your child. Ask them to decide how to arrange the substitute shapes on the paper to 
best represent the playground layout. Explain the importance of looking at the playground from one direction 
and not moving around. Let them work independently to lay them out if they are able to. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use substitute shapes to make a plan of a playground layout and describe what 
they have done.

To explore spatial concepts
To understand that we can use symbols (substitute shapes) to represent real objects 
To arrange substitute shapes on a piece of paper to represent a playground layout
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Check their work together, comparing each piece of equipment against the substitute shape on the plan. Discuss any problems before allowing them 
to stick down their shapes. 

Explain to your child: When Teddy walks from his house to the playground, he will arrive there facing the same way as you are facing now. So can you
mark your plan with a red X, to show Teddy which way around to hold the plan when he gets to the park? Then you can tell him to hold it with the X 
next to him. That way he won’t think he’s in the wrong playground because he’s holding the sheet another way around. Demonstrate how holding 
the plan another way around from where your child is sitting would make it look like a different playground. 

This example shows how the completed plan would look if your playground was set up as in the image on the first page:

To consolidate the learning, ask your child to ‘visit’ Teddy with Ali, show Teddy their plan and describe what it shows. If necessary, whisper to your 
child to remind them to tell Teddy that when he gets there, he needs to hold the plan this same way around, with the X next to his body, otherwise 
the playground won’t look like the plan they have made. 

TOY PLAYGROUND – continued 
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You could also do this session sitting in front of a real playground instead of a toy one, for example if you don’t have suitable toys at home, or repeat it 
in front of a real playground at a later date.
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Cut out each substitute shape separately.
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