
 The set of 8 Episode Models 
from SG51

 Some teddies/dolls for an 
audience

 A piece of paper and a 
pencil

10–15 minutes

NAUGHTY PUPPIES – Verbalisation Activities

Guess and Retell the Episode:

Put out Episode Model 1 and set up a small audience with some teddies and/or dolls. Model for your child, by 
commenting as you go, deciding which episode the card represents. Talk to yourself aloud to help show how you 
draw out the details of that episode, for example: Which episode is this? Well, who are the characters? Ah, yes, 
there are three differently coloured, larger circles and a smaller brown circle so this must be the episode with the 
three puppies chasing the rat!  Then retell the episode in your own words.

Now put out a different Episode Model and ask your child to identify it, asking them gentle prompt questions to 
help where necessary: Which episode is this? What characters are there? What’s happening?  Then ask them to 
retell the episode in as much detail as they can for the audience, just as you did.

Repeat the process, taking it in turns, with a few of the other Episode Models. It’s not necessary to do all of them.

Transformations and Opposites:

Talk to your child about the transformations represented in the story: clean – dirty, white – black, dry – wet, and 
how these words are opposites. Ask your child why the white puppy changed from white into black, and then 
why he turned from black into white, and so on.

And the Message of the Story is…: 

Remind your child that many stories have a moral – a lesson that can teach us something. Ask your child to think 
about it and then tell you any ideas they have about what ‘The Three Naughty Puppies’ story might be teaching 
us, or helping us think about or to be more aware of. Discuss their ideas.

Agree that this story helps us to think about what happens when we play without thinking about what might 
happen – in this case, the puppies have a good time, but they get very messy and they might get into trouble if 
their mother finds out!

Your child can recognise and interpret substitute shapes correctly.
Your child can retell some story episodes fluently using Episode Models as prompts.

To hone the ability to remember and retell the story accurately using external 
mediators (substitute shapes and visual–spatial models)
To develop cognitive skills – recognise and identify transformations (opposites)
To develop understanding of the message (meaning) of the story
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As before, to maintain your 
child’s motivation for retelling 

the episodes, you could put 
on voices for the teddies/dolls 

and have them ‘ask’ 
questions to elicit more detail 
from your child. Make it funny 

and say things that 
encourage your child to give 
more information about that 

episode, and correct any 
audience ‘misunderstanding’.
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