
 Cassie the Clever Cockatoo 
from L14

 7 Odd One Out cards

 Some sheets of white A4 
paper and colouring 
pencils

 A pair of ‘odd one out’ 
glasses (optional)

15–20 minutes

ODD ONE OUT – MULTIPLE CHOICE

Start by explaining that Cassie has even more Odd One Out challenges for them today and hopefully, they won’t 
get caught out! Have your child use their special glasses at any appropriate point, as needed.

Butterfly, Ostrich, Pigeon and Sparrow – A Problem with Two Right Answers:

Put out the Odd One Out card that shows a butterfly, an ostrich, a pigeon and a sparrow. Ask your child which is 
the odd one out. They will probably choose the butterfly or the ostrich. Whichever one they say, ask them if think 
it could be the other. Then ask them to explain their choice (butterfly is the only insect or the ostrich is the only 
one that cannot fly). After listening to the explanations, hopefully they will say that both answers are correct.

Confirm that both answers are correct, and point out that whether or not something is part of a group depends 
on the definition of the group in the first place – how you describe what the group is or what it is made up of.

Helicopter, Plane, Lorry and Owl – A Problem with Two Right Answers:

Repeat the process using this Odd One Out card. The odd one out could be the owl (the only living thing) or the 
lorry (the only one that does not fly).

Three Fish and a Whale – A Problem with Three Right Answers:

Repeat the process using this Odd One Out card. The odd one out is the whale – because it is the only mammal, 
OR because it is the only big one OR because it is the only one that spurts out water.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can identify members of a group and the odd one out.
Your child can give the name of the group.
Your child can explain why the odd one out does not belong using words.
Your child can group objects together based on one essential characteristic that the objects have 
in common, and can identify the one object that does not share this.

To develop the ability to identify similarities and differences between objects
To recognise that more than one object can be the odd one out depending on given criteria 
To demonstrate that a problem can have several correct solutions 
To develop the ability to explain and defend an opinion
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Geometric Shapes – A Problem with Three Right Answers:

Repeat the process using this Odd One Out card. The triangle is the odd one out because it is the only one that is not a square; the square containing 
a small white circle is the odd one out because it is the only shape that is not completely shaded; the large square is the odd one out because it is the 
only large shape.

Everyone Can Be the Odd One Out – Problems With Multiple Solutions:

This activity (and the next two) is best done with other family members or friends. If this is not possible, join in yourself so that you can demonstrate 
the variety of answers that are possible. 

Lay out the five animal pictures and say: Look at the pictures on the cards. They are all different. Can you tell me which is the odd one out? Think 
about it, because Cassie wants you to draw or write your answer. Give out paper and pencils and let your participants spend a few minutes drawing 
the animal that is the odd one out in their opinion.  

Gather the participants together, collect their drawings and put them face down on the table. Ask your child to reveal a drawing, one at a time. 
Express surprise at the variety of answers by saying: How can this be? We were thinking very carefully about the odd one out, and we have different 
answers!

Ask the owner of that piece of paper to explain why they chose that animal. Praise the explanation, and then ask if someone who chose a different 
animal would like to explain their choice. Again, praise the explanation. Continue until everyone has given a reason for their choice. Possible reasons 
include: 
- Squirrel (selection by colour)
- Mouse (selection by size)
- Donkey (the only domestic animal)
- Wolf (the only carnivorous land animal)
- Squirrel (the only tree dweller)
- Walrus (the only sea creature)
- Walrus (the only one with tusks)
- Walrus (the only one that isn’t furry)
- Donkey (the only one that carries things on its back)

Point out that although they chose different animals to be the odd one out, everyone offered a good reason for their choice. Ask your child if they can 
now say anything about who was right. Agree with them that there are many right answers – the odd one out depends on which characteristics of 
the animals we are thinking about at the time.

ODD ONE OUT – MULTIPLE CHOICE – continued 

©2017 Key to Learning at Home Ltd

L18



Ways of Telling the Time:

Repeat the process from the previous activity using the pictures of different objects that can be used for ‘timekeeping’:

Possible reasons include:
- Clock (the only one that is mechanical or electrical)
- Clock (the only one that works all day and all night)
- Flower (the only one that opens in daylight and shuts at night)
- Sand timer (the only one that measures one segment of time)
- The cockerel (the only one that crows at dawn)
- Sundial (the only one that uses a shadow)

Things that Give Light:

Repeat the process using the pictures of different objects than give light:

Possible reasons include:
- Firefly (the only one that is alive)
- The sun (the only one that shines at all times)
- Candle (the only one that burns away and disappears)
- Moon (the only one that has no light of its own – it only reflects it)
- Table lamp (the only one we can switch off and on; the only electrical one)

To end the session, have Cassie recap that there can be many right answers in these challenges – the odd one out depends on which characteristics 
of the objects or living things we are thinking about at the time.

ODD ONE OUT – MULTIPLE CHOICE – continued 
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