
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘The Snowy Wood’ set up 
beforehand: blue felt for 
the background, some grey 
ovals for clouds, fir trees 
and bare trees, and a semi-
hidden yellow sun

 3 sizes of white circles for
the snowman – big, small 
and medium (per child)

 A set of brown felt pieces 
for the body of the bear: 1 
large brown oval, 6 medium
ovals and 4 small ovals; 1 
medium circle and 3 small 
circles (per child)

 Access to the pieces from 
the full felt pack and the 
extra felt sheets for cutting 
out small, personalised 
details that your child may 
want to add

10–15 minutes

BEARS IN THE WOOD

Making a Snowman:

Show your child ‘The Snowy Wood’ and discuss the elements of the winter season represented – for example, 
how the deciduous trees are still bare, how the evergreen trees look the same as they don't lose their leaves all at 
once in the autumn, how it has been snowing and the snow drifts are left on the ground in the wood. Remind 
your child of the snowmen that they added to a scene like this (in CM6), and show them a photo of what they
produced if you have one. 

Ask them to add a snowman now to this scene. Suggest that they use three circles (big, smaller, smallest) and 
have them decide where to place the snowman in the scene. Ask them to think of ideas about using small, black 
circles, red triangles and other geometric shapes in various colours to represent eyes, nose, mouth, hat and so on. 
Encourage them to use a variety of appropriate shapes to complete a snowman and its features together with 
you. If you have more than one child doing this session, share your ideas together and then let each child build 
their own snowman.

When they have finished, encourage them to admire their snowman, talk about it and describe it, including 
some non-physical features too – for example, how it is funny, smartly dressed, fat, clumsy, jolly and so on.

Who is coming?

Set the scene for this next part by telling your child that you can hear a noise – someone is walking in the woods. 
Ask who it could be and then give them a clue: He sleeps in winter and breaks into the beehives in summer….  
yes, it’s a bear!  

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can add a snowman to the scene using appropriate substitute shapes. 
Your child can follow your procedure for constructing a stylised bear independently, but varying 
expressive details so that it isn’t an exact copy of yours.
Your child talks about their work, using an ever increasing range of language to describe objects 
and the natural world, and to express their thoughts and feelings.
Your child admires their completed work.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To use a given procedure to add and modify specified features 
To make independent choices of substitutes
To work both independently and collaboratively  
To develop awareness of seasonal change (winter)
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Demonstrate the process of perceptive modelling – ask your child to imagine/visualise a bear and ‘notice’ the structure of its body. Talk about the 
main body parts of a bear (head, body, arms and legs), and then about their comparative sizes (a big body, a smaller head, smaller legs, smaller arms).

Then discuss the most appropriate shape to use as a substitute for each body part as you model assembling a stylised bear on a separate sheet of felt 
(one of the extra sheets from your pack). For example: Which part of the bear is the biggest? Yes, its body, so see how we can use the biggest brown 
oval to represent that? Then for the head we could use the biggest circle. And for the limbs? Yes, we can use the next biggest ovals for the arms, upper 
legs and lower legs. See how we can make each leg with two ovals – to represent the upper limb and the lower limb? And now we can use the four 
smallest ovals for its paws, plus the three small circles for ears and a tail. 

Next talk about adding facial details, for example: What would the eyes be like? How many can we see? What can we use to represent the eyes? What 
about the ears? What could we use for those? How can we show the nose?

Now take the bear that you have made apart and ask your child to construct their own bear independently to show, in ‘The Snowy Wood’ scene, how 
the bears ‘have come to stand among the trees’. Encourage them to put the body parts in such a way that they are not copying yours completely, but 
showing the bear in a slightly different position. Use questions as necessary to prompt them over the use of the substitute shapes. 

If you have more than one child doing this session, each child should create their own bear. Encourage them to vary the placement of the substitute 
shapes so that there is expressive variation between different bears – model how this is possible if necessary. Look at their completed bears and talk 
about them, for example: Which bear is the biggest? Which is the smallest? Which one looks the saddest? The happiest? Which one looks the 
strongest? Which near looks the clumsiest? 

When they have finished adding the bear(s) to the scene, remind your child: It is unusual to see bears in the winter in the woods as they are asleep. 
Then ask: So how come this bear/these bears are up and about in the woods?  Discuss their answers, such as how a noise may have disturbed the 
bear(s) or they may have been awakened by passing hikers or campers. Finally, explain: They will now go back to their den to go to sleep. 
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