
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘Late Autumn in the 
Wood’ set up beforehand: A 
yellow background 
showing two deciduous 
trees with orange leaves, 
plus a few white clouds, 
some grass and an orange 
sun

 Green triangles in 7 sizes (fir 
trees)

 Grey ovals (clouds), small 
blue circles (raindrops) and 
blue ovals (puddles)

10–15 minutes

LATE AUTUMN IN THE WOOD

Fir Trees:

Show your child ‘Late Autumn in the Wood’. Talk about the beauty of the picture and the golden colours. Ask 
them to talk to you about the things that they can see. Then point out that there are spaces in the picture as 
there are some trees missing – fir trees. Explain that in the autumn, forest keepers plant trees in the wood – they 
do this to make the wood look even more beautiful.

Tell your child that there should be fir trees in the spaces. Show them a set of three triangles, and ask them if 
they can show you how to make a fir tree out of the triangles, starting with the biggest, then the biggest out of 
those that are left, then the last triangle. Repeat with a set of seven green triangles.

Ask your child to help the forest keepers and ‘plant some fir trees’ in the wood. Allow them to work 
independently, letting them decide for themselves which triangles to use, where to put them and how to 
arrange them to form fir trees. When they have finished, encourage them to admire their work.

Then ask them to look carefully and find the biggest tree and then the biggest out of those that are left and so 
on, until they have identified the trees in size order. Then tell your child that their fir trees look ‘just like a family 
standing in the wood’.

Explain further: The trees you just ‘planted’ are called evergreen trees – this means that they never lose all their 
leaves in one go. So they are always green, all year round. Trees that lose all their leaves in autumn and winter, 
and so have bare branches at that time of year, are called deciduous trees. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can talk about and transform a model of reality successfully in collaboration with you.
Your child can arrange triangles appropriately to make fir trees.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever-increasing range of language to describe nature, and to express their thoughts and 
feelings.
Your child can work both independently and collaboratively, and admires their completed work.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete and transform a representation of a wood in autumn 
To use a given procedure to add and modify specified features 
To work collaboratively
To develop awareness of seasonal change
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Autumn Wind: Remind your child: Remember, it is autumn in this picture. Even though the sun is shining, it is not as warm as it was in the summer. 
The wind is blowing and soon it will blow the last few leaves from the deciduous trees.

Remove some of the ‘autumn leaves’ (orange ovals) and place them in the ‘air’. Then move the fir trees too, to show how hard the wind is blowing. 
(See the image below.) As you do this, explain that the wind is blowing the leaves to the ground. Move a few of the orange leaves to the ‘woodland 
floor’ and ask your child to ‘help the wind move all the leaves to the woodland floor’. Make some sound effects for the wind to bring it to life for them 
as they do it. 

Becoming Overcast: Tell your child: Dark clouds have started to appear in the sky, blocking out the sunlight, and making the whole sky overcast. 
Change a few white clouds in the sky for grey ones (using grey ovals). Ask your child to ‘help the clouds fill the sky’, i.e. add lots of grey ovals. When the 
sky is filled with grey clouds, and the sun is covered with them or removed from the composition, talk to your child about their transformation of the 
scene – how the sky is now really grey, it is filled with clouds, and the sunlight has gone. 

Rain Overhead: Talk about the clouds. Explain that they are moving in the sky, coming closer, getting nearer to the ground, getting darker … Ask what 
will happen next. Then say: Yes, the clouds, soft as cotton wool, are moving in the sky. The closer to the ground they come, the more chance there is 
that it will start to rain. Look how dark it has suddenly become! What will happen next … yes, now it is raining!

Place a line of a few raindrops (blue circles) one at a time on the composition. Ask your child to ‘help the rain fall to the ground’, i.e. add some more 
‘raindrops’ to extend the lines of rain from the clouds to the ground. Talk to them about the rain as they do it: Remember, plants, animals and people 
all need water, so people are glad when the rain comes. But we can get cold and wet if we stand out in the rain, so when the rain comes we usually 
look for shelter to hide from it.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE
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Puddles on the Ground:

When your child has finished adding rain drops, say: The rain has now stopped, the wind has blown away the dark clouds (remove the clouds as you 
say this) and the sun is shining brightly again (put your sun back again if you removed it before).

Talk to your child about what has happened to all the rain. Agree that it has formed puddles on the woodland floor. Encourage them to help you 
remove the raindrops and place ‘puddles’ on the ground (blue ovals). 

Finally, explain: The weather is very changeable in autumn, and so the cycle of what we have just created could start again at any time. There can be 
sunshine, then wind, then rain, then sunshine again, then rain and wind again … so unpredictable!
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