
 Teddy from VS12

 Ali

 Substitute Shapes for the 
furniture – a square ‘table’, 
a rectangular ‘bed’ and four 
‘chairs’

 A bed, a table and 4 chairs 
from a set of dolls’ furniture 
set up in a room in a dolls’ 
house (or use suitable 
wooden blocks for the 
furniture and a tray to be 
the ‘room’, for example)

 A sheet of A4 coloured 
paper

 A glue stick

5–10 minutes

CAN WE HELP TEDDY?

Note: Don’t let your child see this sheet! Before you start the session, arrange a ‘table’, ‘four chairs’ and a ‘bed’ in a 
‘room’ using dolls furniture or blocks, according to the plan shown top right.

Introduce Ali, and remind your child of Teddy. Tell this short story and move the cut-outs of Ali and Teddy 
accordingly: Ali is having a birthday party at his house today. He has invited many guests, including Teddy. They 
are having a wonderful time. But later on, he spots Teddy in a corner and he is crying! He goes up to Teddy and 
says, ‘Teddy, why are you upset? Don’t cry, maybe we can help you.’ Teddy replies, ‘Your room is so nice. I would 
like to arrange my furniture at home exactly like yours when I get home. But the problem is I live so far away. I just 
know that by the time I get home I will have forgotten how to do it!’ 

Ask your child for their ideas about how to help Teddy remember Ali’s furniture arrangement. If necessary, 
prompt them to think about things that they have done in previous games (VS sessions) that might be useful 
now. For example: How did we know where to put the chairs when we played ‘Truck and Sparrows’? Help them 
reach the conclusion that Teddy needs a plan.

If you have more than one child doing this session, make sure that they are all facing the same direction for this 
next part of the session. 

Show your child the substitute paper shapes. Help them to decide which shape can best be used to represent 
each of the different pieces of furniture. 

Ask your child to make a plan of Ali’s room by arranging the substitute shapes on a sheet of coloured paper. 
Check their work and discuss any problems before getting them to stick down their shapes. Have them give 
Teddy the plan and have Teddy ‘stop crying’ and ‘thank’ them for all their help. 

Your child can correctly place substitute shapes to make a plan of a room.

To explore spatial concepts
To show that we can use symbols (substitute shapes) to represent real objects
To arrange substitute shapes on paper to represent a simple room layout
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Cut out Ali and each substitute shape for the furniture items separately.
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