
Note: It is a good idea to play versions of the ‘Name the Neighbours’ game below frequently; emphasise 
pronouncing the names of the numbers, writing them down and, crucially, naming their neighbours as quickly 
as possible. This will help your child to memorise the names of the numbers, while helping to ensure that they 
are not simply rote learning a list of names in sequence, but are constantly reminded of the nature of the 
sequence (every number has its place; the next number is the one that is one more; the previous number the one 
that is that is one less; you can always get back to where you started by adding one, or taking one away).

Name the Neighbours:

Put all the digit cards from 0 to 10 in a row and explain: Do you remember that each number has a ‘neighbour’? It 
is the number which is before it or after it, so, for example, number 8’s neighbours are 7 and 9. (Point to the 
numbers.)

Give your child their Three Houses Sheet. Write a number between 2 and 9 on the door of the middle house, for 
example 6 as in the picture below, and leave the doors of the other two houses blank. Say: This is the house 
where Number 6 lives. She has just moved in and wants to know who her neighbours are. Can you help her?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Dot and digit cards for 0 to 
10 from M29, M30, M31 and 
M32 (per child)

 The rocket from M29 (or 
use a toy one)

 Three Houses Sheet and 
Five Houses Sheet – both 
laminated or with plastic 
covers to make the surface 
wipeable (per child)

 A wipeable marker

 A toy rocket (or use the 
picture provided)

 A ball that your child can 
catch easily

10–15 minutes

THE NEIGHBOURS

Your child can identify the neighbours of various numbers from 2 to 9. 
Your child recognises numbers that are incorrectly placed in a sequence.
Your child can reliably distinguish between numbers that follow on from each other, and numbers 
that do not.
Your child can recite a sequence of numbers in reverse.

To foster recognition of sequential and non-sequential combinations of numbers
To reinforce the understanding that all the numbers have neighbours (the number that is 
one before and the number that is one after)
To foster the understanding that every next number in a number row is made by adding one to the 
previous number in the number row, and that taking one gives the number you started with
To practise attentive, sequential and accurate counting (no missing numbers)
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Repeat various times using different numbers for the door in the centre house, cleaning off your sheet each time.  Then repeat using your Five 
Houses Sheet, so that your child has to fill in two neighbours either side of the middle house. 

Leave out the row of digit cards in case your child needs to refer to them in the following activities.

Rocket Count:

Put your rocket out. Remind your child of how a rocket launch is counted backwards. Count down together from 10 and ‘launch the rocket’.

Stubborn Parrot:

Ask your child to pretend to be a talking parrot who repeats everything that you say. Say: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 – and the ‘parrot’ repeats 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. In this case, 
have your child repeat mechanically. Repeat a couple of times with other numbers up to 10 in sequence. Then explain to your child: Now you are 
one particular parrot who is really, really stubborn. He always insists on doing the opposite. So if I say 1, 2, 3, the stubborn parrot says 3, 2, 1.

Give ‘the stubborn parrot’ some sequences of numbers to reverse, for example: 4, 5, 6, and 9, 8, 7, and 1, 2, 5, 7, 10. If your child struggles with this, put 
the corresponding digit cards out from left to right as you say them so that your child can read them back the other way. 

Do They Follow? Do They Not?

Say a sequence of three numbers, for example, 1, 2, 3, and then ask your child: Did I get it right?  If the numbers follow each other, with each one 
more or one fewer than the one before, ask your child to give you a thumbs up. If they do not (for example, 8, 3, 5) ask your child to fold their arms. 
Repeat until your child can confidently and consistently identify sequential and non-sequential strings of numbers, going forwards or backwards.

Before and After:

Stand opposite your child, or in a circle if you have more than one child doing this session. Throw a ball to your child and say a number between 1 
and 9. Ask them to say the next number after this one, once they catch the ball. Then they call a different number and throws the ball back to you or 
to another player, who must also say the next number.

Play several rounds with different ‘rules’: name the previous number; the next two numbers; all the numbers to 10 after this one: all the numbers 
before it going back to zero. Change the ‘rule’ as often as necessary to maintain interest.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

NEIGHBOURS – continued
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Yesterday I Met a Number in the Street:

To promote active engagement with, and recognition of, numbers in the environment, encourage your child to look for them in the street, in the 
shops and at home. Go on a number hunt and talk about every one you find. 

Additionally, they could take photographs or draw pictures of the numbers that they have found, and share the story and the pictures with others, 
using the words, ‘Yesterday I met number X in/on…’ You could then make an album or a book of numbers seen.
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