
Before you start, line up a set of 0 to 5 digit and dot cards like this:

Introduction of Numbers Six and Seven:

On your abacus, put seven beads to the left of the top row and six beads to the left of the second row. Set the 
scene – show your child a rabbit picture and a carrot picture. Explain that the top row beads are rabbits and the 
second row beads are carrots. Ask your child to tell you which is more and which is fewer: Are there more rabbits 
and fewer carrots, or more carrots and fewer rabbits? (One more top row bead, so one more rabbit.)

Say: But how many carrots have we got? Count the second row beads aloud, slowly, touching each bead as you 
count. When you have finished five, say: What comes next? Six. Six is the number that follows five. It is one more 
than five. Show the 6 dot card and the 6 digit card.

Add the dot card and the digit card to the rows that you made with numbers 0 to 5. Now count the top row 
beads and when you reach the end, emphasise seven in the same way. Add the 7 dot card and the 7 digit card to 
the rows of cards.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 Dot and digit cards for 0 to 
5 from M29, M30 and M31 
(per child)

 Dot and digit cards for 
numbers 6 to 10               
(per child)

 10 rabbits and 10 carrots 

 10 dogs and 10 bones

 A two-row abacus

10–15 minutes

SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE, TEN

Your child can count a row of up to 10 beads on the abacus accurately.
Your child can match digit cards to their corresponding dot cards, from 6 to 10.
Your child can make 9 into 10 by adding 1, and the reverse by taking 1 away.
Your child can recognise numbers from 0 to 10 that are incorrectly placed in a sequence.
Your child can line up a row of dot cards and a row of digits from 0 to 10 in the correct order from 
left to right.
Your child is able to think of different objects that come in sixes, sevens, eights, nines and tens.

To confirm and consolidate understanding of the number concepts from six to ten, 
and learn their numerals
To develop the ability to create a visual model of quantitative relationships on the abacus and use it to 
compare two quantities of objects
To practise matching dot number cards to digit cards
To practise recording the number of objects in a set accurately on an abacus, substituting one bead for one 
object
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Put out all the rabbits on one side of your working space and all the carrots on another side. Give your child a green sheet (the garden) and their set 
of digit cards from 0 to 7. Ask them: Can you take as many rabbits as there are top row beads and as many carrots as there are second row beads, and 
put them in the garden? Encourage them to put them in two rows lined up vertically so that it is clear. Before they have finished, ask: What do you 
think you will see at the end of the row? (There will be an extra rabbit, because there is one more rabbit than there are carrots).

When they have finished, ask them to hold up their 6 and 7 digit and dot cards next to the corresponding rows of the abacus.

Then talk about what comes in sixes, for example: six legs on an insect, six sides on a hexagon, six eggs in a typical egg box and so on. Repeat for 
sevens, for example: seven days in a week, seven continents, seven seas, seven colours in the rainbow/spectrum, and so on.

Introduction of Numbers Eight and Nine:

Introduce the numbers 8 and 9 using the same procedure as for 6 and 7 above, but with the dogs and bones for variation. When your child has 
finished, ask them to hold up the 8 and 9 digit and dot cards next to the corresponding rows of the abacus.

Then talk about what comes in eights, for example: eight sides on an octagon, eight arms/legs on an octopus and eight legs on an arachnid. Repeat 
for nines, for example: nine players in a baseball team, nine spaces on a tic-tac-toe grid, and so on.

Introduction of Number Ten:

Show your child 9 dogs. Slide 9 beads on the top row over to the far left and say: We have nine beads for nine dogs. Show the 9 dot card, and the card 
with the digit 9. Show 10 bones, and ask your child to slide ‘as many beads as we have bones’ on the second row. Say: Yes, that’s right, we have ten 
bones and ten beads for them. Show the 10 dot card and the 10 digit card. Point and say: This also means the number 10. We can show ten with dots 
or like this.

Now ask: Which is more, bones or dogs? Yes, there are more bones than dogs – one more. So what could we do so that there is ‘a bone for every dog’?  
(Add a dog, and a bead to the top row; take away a bone, and a bead from the second row). Summarise that 10 is one more than 9 and that 9 is one 
less than 10.

Produce another dog. Ask your child to slide a bead across on the top row to match one more dog. Agree that there is now ‘a bone for every dog’, ‘a 
dog for every bone’ and ‘a bead on the top row for every bead on the second row’. 

Ask your child to hold up the 10 digit card and 10 dot card next to each row of the abacus in turn. Then have them put the cards next to each of the 
two rows of number cards (dot and digit), i.e. at the end of the sequence. Leave the sequence of cards out for the additional activity.

Then talk about what comes in tens, for example: ten fingers, ten toes, ten cents in a dime, ten legs on a crab and so on.

SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE, TEN – continued
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What has Changed? 

Use all 10 digit and all 10 dot cards for this, laid out in 2 rows and matching vertically. Ask your child to close their eyes. While their eyes are closed, 
change the places of two of the digit cards. Then ask your child to open their eyes and say: What has changed?
To vary and extend the game, swap the places of 3 cards instead of 2 and/or go on to remove one of the cards and ask which one is missing.
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Cut out each dot and digit card separately.

6
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Cut out each card separately along the lines.
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