
 Greedy Gary, the Number 
Guzzler, from M12

 3 Butterflies sheets and 2 
Flowers sheets

 Paired Squares 
Correspondence Grid

 Triangular, red tokens for 
the flowers

 Square, blue tokens for the 
butterflies

 Two small boxes for the 
tokens

 One small basket per child 
for carrying used tokens

10–15 minutes

A FLOWER FOR EVERY BUTTERFLY

Bring out Greedy Gary the Number Guzzler and remind your child that if they count, he will come and eat up all 
the numbers, so there must be no counting.

Put out one of the sheets of flowers in a corner of the room. Put out one of the sheets of butterflies in front of your 
child. There should be more flowers than there are butterflies for this first example.

Tell your child this story: There are some lovely wildflowers growing in the meadow over the river. There are many 
wildflowers. There are also some lovely butterflies flying over here in the forest. There are many butterflies. The 
butterflies know that there are wildflowers in the meadow and they want to taste some delicious nectar. But 
they do not know if there is a flower for every butterfly. They don't want to go until they are sure that all the 
butterflies can find a flower, because they don't want anyone to feel sad.

Ask your child if they can think of a way to help the butterflies. Explain that we can't pick the flowers and bring 
them to the butterflies, because if we pick the flowers they will die and they won't make any more delicious 
nectar. If they can’t work out how to solve the problem, ask them if they can think of a way using tokens, as they 
have done to solve similar challenges before.

They may suggest putting a token on each flower and then coming back to the butterflies and seeing if they can 
match the quantity to the number of butterflies. If they do this let them, and then explain that you have another 
way too. If they still can’t do it independently, or after your child has done it a different way first, move on to 
modelling this ‘new way’ of finding out if there is ‘a flower for every butterfly’. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can match tokens to butterflies and to flowers.
Your child can show the quantitative relationship between the group of butterflies and the group 
of flowers by sticking tokens on a Paired Squares Correspondence Grid correctly.
Your child can use that information to decide if the butterflies will be happy or sad.

To confirm the ability to use tokens to facilitate one-to-one matching of sets of 
objects that are physically distant from each other
To practise selecting the required number of objects from a bigger quantity
To develop the ability to create a visual model of the mathematical relationship
between two sets of objects
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Give your child a box of the triangular, red tokens and ask them to go ‘across the river’ and put one token on top of every flower, so that all the flowers 
are covered. Then they should put all the tokens they used on the flowers into the basket and return across the river with it. 

Put out the Paired Squares Correspondence Grid. Ask your child to put the flower tokens on the lower row, one token to a space.

Then give your child a box of the square, blue tokens (or if you have a second child doing this session, give it to them so they are working together to 
solve the problem for the butterflies). Ask them to put a blue token on top of every butterfly, so that all the butterflies are covered, to put those tokens 
into their basket and then move them onto the upper row of the Paired Squares Correspondence Grid, one token to a space.

When the grid is complete, point to it and ask: Which is more and which is fewer? Are there more butterflies or are there more flowers? Is there a 
butterfly for every flower? 

Then ask your child to show you with their face the feelings of the butterflies right now (will they be happy or sad?). Agree with your child that every 
butterfly does indeed have a flower so none of the butterflies are going to be sad, and that there is one more flower than there are butterflies.

Repeat this whole process at least once with a different pair of butterflies and flowers sheets, saying to your child that there are some more butterflies 
‘in the next part of the forest’ (change room, for example) that also need help. See if your child can follow the same process independently this time –
if they struggle, ask some questions to prompt their memory of how they did it with you the first time. If you have two children doing this, see if they 
can work together without your help this time, one working with the blue tokens and the other with the red ones.  

Summarise together with your child, as before, using the wording of ‘more/fewer/less than’, ‘an equal number of’, ‘a flower for every butterfly’ or not, 
and so on, plus have them show the feelings of the butterflies.

A FLOWER FOR EVERY BUTTERFLY – continued 
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Cut out each triangular and square token separately (displayed like this for ease of cutting).
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