
Note: If your child doesn’t know the characters below, show them in a book or on the internet before starting.

Winnie the Pooh, Eeyore, Owl and the Balloons (Modelling the Procedure):

Tell your child this short story about something that happened to Winnie the Pooh and his friends, Eeyore and 
Owl: Pooh, Eeyore and Owl were given three balloons to share between them. One was a big green balloon, one 
was a big blue balloon and one was a small green balloon. Who should get which balloon if Owl and Eeyore like 
big balloons, and Eeyore and Winnie the Pooh like green ones? They are a bit confused – can you help them?

Give your child the opportunity to solve the problem independently if they can. Let them use paper and a pencil 
if they wish. When they give their answers, ask them to explain what they did.

If they are able to solve it, praise them for thinking so logically and explain that you will now show them another 
way that they could use at any time they need to, to solve this type of challenge. If they don’t get it right, tell 
them you have a way of using the information that can help them solve any challenge like this.

Model the procedure we wish them to acquire in solving problems of this type. 

1) First, agree that this problem involves three characters and three objects. Then make sure that your child 
understands the problem by reiterating: How do the characters share out the balloons so they are all very happy 
with what they get?

2) Now help your child to realise that the balloons have two distinguishing features, size and colour. Do this by 
saying: How can we tell the difference between these three balloons? Yes, that’s right, two of them are green and 
one blue, two of them are big and one small. So that means we can use size and colour to tell them apart.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

 A whiteboard and a blue, a 
green, a black and a red 
marker (or a sheet of paper 
and a blue, a green, a black 
and a red felt tip pen)

 Paper, a ruler and a pencil 
(per child)

 Felt tips in various colours

15–20 minutes

WINNIE AND HIS FRIENDS

To practise using a visual model to facilitate problem solving
To develop the ability to create a seriation row that refers to more than one feature of 
an object (colour and size)
To practise using a seriation row to solve a problem involving more than one feature (type and size)
To develop listening skills – listen attentively and follow implicit instructions
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Your child listens attentively to verbal information, and can use that information to create a visual models of a problem.
Your child can create a seriation row giving information about relative size as part of their models.
Your child can use colour and/or initial letters to add further information about features of the problem to their diagram.
Your child can create a visual model showing Pooh, Owl and Eeyore’s preferred balloons.
Your child can create a visual model showing which treat Pooh, Piglet and Rabbit ate.
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3) Draw three circles representing the balloons on your whiteboard or paper – a big blue circle, a big green circle and a small green circle.

4) Now begin with one of the two distinguishing features; in this example we will start with size. Explain to your child: Since there are two features 
that make the balloons different, we will start with just one of them – size. Repeat the information given about size in the problem (this is known as 
the ‘first condition’ in many logic problems): Owl and Eeyore like big balloons, therefore Winnie the Pooh must like what? Yes, he must like small 
balloons. Where is the small balloon? Yes, it’s here on the whiteboard (point) and what colour is it? It’s green, so we know that the small green balloon 
is best for Winnie the Pooh. So we can write WP under this balloon to show it is for Winnie the Pooh.

Note: If your child doesn’t know these letters yet, you can invent another way to identify them in the diagram you are creating, for example a small 
square in grey for Eeyore, yellow for Winnie the Pooh and brown for Owl.

5) Now move to the second distinguishing feature – colour (this is known as the ‘second condition’ in many logic problems). Explain: We can now use 
the other distinguishing feature, the other thing that makes the balloons different apart from their size – colour. Say: We’ve got a big blue balloon and 
a big green balloon left. Can we tell which animal should get which balloon if we think only about the size? No, we can’t because we know that both 
Owl and Eeyore like big balloons. So who will get what? Let’s write down the two possibilities that we have left. We could give Owl the big blue 
balloon (write O under the big blue circle) and Eeyore the big green balloon (write E under the big green circle). Or we could give Eeyore the big blue 
and Owl the big green one (write E under the O and O under the E). And what about Winnie the Pooh? Yes, he still gets the small green balloon as it’s 
the only small one (write WP again under the first WP). So we have two possibilities – the top row here, or the bottom row. Draw a line between the 
two rows in another colour, to help your child see one row and the other separately.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

WINNIE AND HIS FRIENDS – continued 
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6) Finally, remind your child of the information we have about the friends’ colour preferences: Now, we know that Eeyore likes green balloons, so if we 
look at the diagram we have created, which row should we choose? Should we choose this row? (Point to the top row.) Or should we choose that 
one? (Point to the bottom row.) Does Eeyore like blue balloons or green ones? Yes, that’s right, green ones, so let’s put a line through this E under the 
blue balloon. (Do this in a different colour.) What else do we need to do? Yes, we need to cross out this O under the green balloon. So who will get 
what? Can you see how the top row shows us the answer? Owl will get the big blue balloon, Eeyore the big green one, and Winnie the Pooh the small 
green one. We did it – we helped them work it out!  Go back to the original information and ask your child to confirm that each of them did indeed 
get a balloon according to their preferences. 

WINNIE AND HIS FRIENDS – continued 
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Winnie the Pooh and Piglet Visit Rabbit (Solving a Problem – as Independently as Possible):

Tell your child about a visit that Winnie the Pooh and Piglet made to Rabbit’s house: Rabbit put out some treats for Pooh and Piglet to eat. He put out 
a big pot of honey, a small pot of honey and a small pot of porridge. So that they would not quarrel, they drew straws to decide who would take 
which pot. We know that Winnie the Pooh and Piglet got small pots, and Rabbit and Piglet were very thirsty and had to drink lots of water after 
eating their honey. The question is who got which pot, and was Pooh happy with his treat?  

(Answer: Pooh got the small pot of porridge and was distinctly unhappy; Piglet got the small pot of honey and Rabbit the big pot of honey.)

Give your child a pencil and paper and ask them to solve the problem. After giving them some time to try it independently, support them with using a 
process as necessary. Go over the ‘clues’ in the story with them; use questions to prompt them of how they could create a diagram to work it out, as 
you did before. Ask what they could use to show which pots had honey and which had porridge (letters or colours). If necessary, then remind them of 
the steps – first create a diagram of the three treats, then decide what the two distinct features in the story – size and what the treat is. Hopefully they 
will represent something like the three squares below, or with coloured squares (or other shape) instead of the letters. Then they should take one of 
the two features at a time (size is the easiest starting point) and mark the possibilities in rows under the treats. Then finally revisit the information 
about who got the honey to end up with something like this:
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