
 A ball that is easy for your 
child to bounce and catch

 A soft toy or teddy

15–20 minutes

I WENT TO THE MOON

Note: All the games below are best done with more players, if possible.

‘I Know Five’:

Have all players standing in a circle. Players take it in turns to name 5 examples of a given category. For example,
‘I know 5 FLOWERS – rose, daisy, tulip, daffodil and lily’. State the rule that categories cannot be repeated. 

Start by naming a category from this list that you think would be appropriate for your child (that they have some 
knowledge of but that will also challenge them a little), or any other category of your own: Trees, Birds, Stationery 
Items, Sources of Light, Mr Men, Cleaning Products, Things made from Trees, Drinks, 2D Shapes, 3D Shapes, Items 
of Clothing, Insects, Dogs, Even Numbers, Electronic Devices, Brands of Cars, Supermarket Companies.

Have the first player chant the opening, ‘I know five (name of category you have given)’ and then pass them the 
ball. Ask them to bounce the ball five times. On every bounce, they must name an example of that category.

If that player successfully names five items from the given category, offer them to think of a category for the next 
player. Help your child with this as necessary – either by offering ideas from the list above if they can’t think of 
anything, or helping them to refine an idea or name their idea appropriately so that it works in the sentence, ‘I 
know five…’

‘I Went to the Fish Market’:

For this game, state the opening sentence: I went to the fish market and I bought… and throw the soft toy to the 
player on your left. That player must then say a word from that category (i.e. that can be bought in a fish market) 
and throw the toy onto the next player. Continue until no-one can think of any more words for that category. For 
example: I went to the fish market and I bought salmon, cod, haddock, crabs, prawns…

Repeat for other ‘markets’, for example: a clothes market, a flower market, an antiques market and a toy market. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can name different items that belong to a category.
Your child can think of and name some categories.
Your child can correctly identify the categories of objects that ‘went to the moon’.
Your child participates actively and cooperatively in the games.

To develop understanding of categorisation and classification 
To practise identifying a category word for a group of objects
To practise classifying objects into broad categories that share common characteristics
To develop communication skills, and the ability to maintain focus and concentration
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I Went to the Moon:

In this game, players must infer the category from a number of examples.

Begin with the category ‘Farm Animals’ but keep it secret. Just say: I went to the moon and I took a cow and a hen (i.e. two examples from the 
category). The players now take it in turns to repeat the list you said, and then offer a suggestion of something else that they took to the moon added 
onto the end of the sentence. For example, ‘I went to the moon and I took a cow and a hen and a goat’.

If the player adds an item from the category that you have secretly chosen, then say: Yes, you can come to the moon. If the player does not name 
another item correctly from your secret category (for example, they have said ‘snake’), say: No, you can’t come to the moon.

If necessary, help your child with remembering the list given so far as the focus of the game is on finding the category.

When a player believes they can name the category, ask them to say, ‘I know what you took to the moon! You took ________’ saying the name of the 
category. If they aren’t correct, continue asking each player to add words that they think might be in your secret category. Stop and change category 
once a player guesses it correctly.

If your child would like to and is confident to, have them take their turn to lead the game – choosing the secret category, naming two items that they 
took to the moon and then judging whether or not the other players are able to go to the moon based on the additional items that they say.

Repeat using other categories suggested in the two previous games or any others you can think of. Some additional suitable categories that could 
challenge your child further are:  Mammals, Carnivores, Herbivores, Winter Clothing, Beachwear, Dairy Products or any other ‘sub-category’ of 
‘common’ categories like animals, clothes, food, furniture and so on (this is more challenging because your child will likely think at first that you are 
just using the ‘common’ category but with more accepted words being added, they should soon be able to infer the ‘sub-category’). 

I WENT TO THE MOON – continued 
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