
 Images of children playing 
musical instruments from 
A44

 Your child’s finished 
musician sketch from A44

 A sheet of white paper (for 
you and each child)

 Red, blue, yellow, black and 
white paint

 Water, a mixing palette and 
a variety of brushes in 
different thicknesses

15–20 minutes

COLOUR PORTRAIT OF A MUSICIAN

As a reminder of the last session and the variety of musical instruments that you discussed previously, put out 
the pictures from A44. If your child enjoys singing with you, repeat the ‘I am the Music Man’ song that you did in 
A44. Include a variety of instruments and the actions of how to play them. 

Put out your child’s sketch of a musician from A44. Discuss how you modelled the position of the musician for 
them and how they created the shape of the body in that position. 

If you have an instrument at home, take it out and ask your child to hold it as if they were playing it. Then model 
how to paint a colour portrait of a musician, i.e. your child, playing on this instrument. Talk to them about the 
way you use colour to create the portrait – for the different objects in the painting but also different shades of a 
colour to create depth. 

If you don’t have an instrument at home, ask your child to choose one of the pictures of the children playing 
instruments from A44. Ask them to sit or stand in that position, as if playing their instrument, and model how to 
paint them in colour, as described above.

Now ask your child to paint a musician, in full colour, playing an instrument. Allow them to choose which 
instrument the musician is playing and whether to have you holding it, or to use one of the pictures provided, to 
help them. 

Support your child with choosing and creating their colours, deciding which items to paint first, and getting the 
proportions of the figure and the position of the instrument more or less accurate. Encourage them to add 
details in other colours, or shades of colours that they have already used, to add more depth to their painting. 

Your child can paint a recognisable musician.

To introduce the skill of figurative painting
To paint a picture of a person in a particular pose 
To develop the ability to recognise detail
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