
 ‘The Three Naughty 
Puppies’ storybook 
(provided as a separate file)

 Another version of this 
story for another day 
(optional)

15–20 minutes

THE THREE NAUGHTY PUPPIES 
Introduction to the story

Show your child the cover of the storybook, and ask them what they think it will be about. 

Read them the story in a lively way, encouraging their participation, as recommended in the ‘Story Grammar –
Introduction’ document. 

Either during or after the reading, as appropriate, ask your child these some or all of these questions about the 
content of the story:

• What is our story called? What is its title?
• How does the story begin?
• What is it about?
• What colour were the little puppies when the story began?
• What colours were they at the end? Were they wet or dry? Why?
• Why did the puppies crawl into the sack of flour?
• What happened when they went in the flour? What colour were they? Why?
• What do you think their mummy would have said if she had seen them all covered in flour? Why?
• Why did they go into the coal store?
• What happened to them when they went into the coal store? What colour were they when they came out? 

Why?
• What do you think their mummy would have said if she had seen them all covered in coal dust? Why?
• Why did they jump into the pond?
• What happened to them when they jumped into the pond? What did they look like when they came out? 

What did they feel like? Why?
• What do you think their mummy would have said if she had seen them all jump in the pond? Why?
• What did the puppies need to do after they had been in the pond? Why? What might have happened if they 

had not all sat down to get dry in front of the fire?

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

To introduce the modern story of ‘The Three Naughty Puppies’
To develop knowledge of the main characters
To develop the ability to share responses, feelings and personal experiences 
To develop the ability to give detailed answers to questions about the story 
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If your child is unfamiliar with coal and its properties, we recommend you provide an opportunity to learn and talk about it – watch a 
video (e.g. of a steam train) or handle some coal (if possible) before or after the session. You could also plan some unusually messy play 
with flour or do some cooking with it!



THE THREE NAUGHTY PUPPIES
Introduction to the story – continued

• What colour were the puppies at the end of the story?
• Do you think they were naughty little puppies? Why? Or why not? (Discussion might cover that they were naughty because they got 

dirty/messy/they chased the cat and duck/they got wet/it might be dangerous to jump in the pond, and so on, or that they were not naughty 
because they were just having fun/they did not hurt anyone or damage anything/it’s ok to make a mess outside/puppies can swim really well/it’s 
perfectly natural for puppies to chase cats or ducks and so on).

• Which part of the story do you like best and why?

Then encourage your child to ask you their own questions about the story. Praise them for ‘why’, ‘what for’ and ‘how’ questions.

Understanding the characters:

Talk about each of the characters. Help your child describe them in as much detail as possible, including the qualities that are visible (size, colour) 
and those that are invisible (curious, naughty or playful). Emphasise the range of colours of the characters: black, white, grey, ginger, speckled and the 
colour changes: all white, all black, black, white and grey.

Help your child to recognise how the characters behave at different points in the story, for example how the puppies chase the rat, how the rat runs 
away, how the puppies crawl into the coal store, how the cat runs away, how they jump into the pond and how the duck waddles away.

Help your child to make a range of appropriate animal noises: barks, yelps, mewls, quacks and pants. By learning to use contrasting voices and 
appropriate intonation as they produce a range of animal noises, your child builds their ability to represent and understand the emotions and events 
experienced by the characters.

Play the game ‘Guess Who I Am’:

Mime one of the characters, and ask your child to ‘guess who I am’. Then let your child mime a character of their choice and have you and any other 
family members guess. 

Then ask your child to close their eyes while you imitate the speech of a character, and they have to guess who you are. Then swap over as before.

Your child can listen attentively to the story and share their ideas about it. 
Your child can name all the characters and describe them.
Your child can give detailed, accurate answers to questions about the story. 
Your child can recognise and imitate different characters and their emotional states through the appropriate use of distinctive voices, 
intonations and movements.
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