
 2 blank One-Line 
Correspondence Grids 
(you’ll need 1 for you and 1 
for each child)

 Tokens/counters in 4 
different colours

 A piece of chalk (per child)

 Some large items of 
furniture in your home that 
are difficult for your child to 
compare the sizes of at a 
glance – we have used 
‘table’ and ‘sofa’ here as an 
example – you’ll need 2 to 
model the activity and 2 for 
each child for their 
independent work

 Some string (see note in 
the instructions)

20–25 minutes

MEASURE FOR MEASURE – TABLE OR SOFA?

Note: Before you start, you need to prepare your string pieces. You will need one piece of string that corresponds 
to the two items of furniture that you will model the measuring on, one piece of string per child that corresponds 
to the size of the two items of furniture they will measure independently and another piece of string per child 
that is half of that length. You need to choose the length of the piece of string for you and for your child based on 
the length of your chosen items of furniture. Each piece of string should fit several times along the edge of each 
item of furniture without a remainder. For example, if your sofa is 120cm long and your table 90cm, then the 
ideal for you to use to model the activity would be a piece of string that is 30cm long as both numbers are 
divisible by that. If the items that your child will measure, for example a bookcase and an armchair, are 60cm and 
80cm respectively, then a 20cm piece of string would be ideal. Then for the last activity, you would give your child 
a piece of string that is 10cm long so that it still fits along the same items of furniture without a remainder.

How Much Longer?

Talk to your child about rearranging the furniture in your home. Explain that you are planning to put the sofa 
where the table is, but that you do not want to move furniture until you are sure each will fit in the new space. 
Explain that you need to discover which is longer – the table or the sofa – and how much so. Ask them for ideas 
about how to do this without moving the furniture, as they are too big and heavy to keep moving around.

Agree that a piece of string could be used as a measure. Explain that what you will do is find out how many times 
the measure fits along the edge of the table and along the edge of the sofa. Ask if they can see any difficulties 
with this plan. Agree that it may be difficult to remember how many times the measure fits along the edge of 
each piece of furniture. Explain that every time you put the measure down on the edge of the sofa, you will place 
a blue token on the top row of a One-Line Correspondence Grid. For the table, you will use orange tokens on the 
bottom row of the grid.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can use string and chalk to measure two large items of furniture accurately.
Your child can record results with tokens on a grid to create one-to-one correspondence and use this visual model to compare lengths.
Your child can say that a smaller measure of length means a bigger number of lengths, and that a bigger measure means a smaller 
number of lengths.

To enable children to solve practical problems by comparing lengths
To practise the skills required for accurate measurement
To demonstrate that accurate measurement involves starting at a baseline so that the end of the object 
and the end of the measure coincide exactly
To show that, when measuring the same object with different measures, the smaller the length of the measure, 
the bigger the number of measures, and the bigger the length of measure, the smaller the number of measures
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Model the measuring procedure. Talk about what you are doing as you do it: First I'm going to put the measure at the very end of the table. I want the 
end of the table and the end of the measure to be in exactly the same place. That's one measure of the table. So here's my orange token. Can you put 
it on the bottom row of the One-Line Correspondence Grid for me? Now where am I going to put the measure next? I have to put it exactly where my 
first measure ended. But how can I make sure I'm in exactly the right place? I'm going to do that by making a chalk mark where the measure stops. 
Then I'll put this end of the measure exactly on the chalk mark and stretch it out like this, put another token on the Correspondence Grid and make a 
mark to show where my measure goes next.

When you have measured the table, model measuring the sofa in the same way – making sure that the tokens line up so that one-to-one 
correspondence (and the relative lengths of the two rows) is obvious at a glance. For example:

Compare the two rows and help your child reach a conclusion about which piece of furniture is longer, and by how much. I.e. the number of ‘left over’ 
tokens tells you by how many measures one item of furniture is longer than the other, and the colour of the token tells you which item it is.

Now ask your child to repeat the process with two other large items of furniture in your home. State that you want to swap them around, as before, 
but you need to know that they will fit first. If you have more than one child doing the session, either give each their own two items of furniture to 
work with or have them work together, ensuring that each gets a chance to practise actual measuring using the string and recording the sizes with 
counters on the grid. 

Keep your child’s One-Line Correspondence Grid with the tokens in place for the next activity.

The Smaller the Measure, the Bigger the Number:

Now present your child with the shorter string. Explain that you would like them to carry out the measuring and recording procedure exactly as 
before on the same two items of furniture that they just worked with, but with this new, smaller measure. Remind them to take care as accurate 
measurement is very important. As before, have them compare the two rows on their completed One-Line Correspondence Grid and discuss which 
item of furniture is longer. Agree that the same piece of furniture still turns out to be longer. 

Now put this completed Correspondence Grid next to the one previously created with the longer measure and compare them. Help your child reach 
the conclusion that there are more tokens on both rows of the One-Line Correspondence Grid when we use the shorter measure.

Ask your child if they think the two items of furniture are still the same length.

Agree that the furniture has not changed, only the measure: The smaller the length of the measure, the bigger the number. The bigger the length of 
measure the smaller the number. When we use a bigger piece of string, we put it down less often, when we use a smaller piece of string we put it 
down more often. So when we use the shorter string we have a bigger number of measures than when we use the longer piece of string.

MEASURE FOR MEASURE – TABLE OR SOFA? – continued
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One-Line Correspondence Grids
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