
 10 pictures of animate 
objects and 12 pictures of 
inanimate objects

 2 sheets of A3 paper – with 
the top corners cut off to 
make the top roof-shaped

 6 large square Post-it notes 
and a pencil 

 Marker pen and ruler

15–20 minutes

ANIMATE OR INANIMATE? 

Lost Pictures – Categorise Objects as Animate or Inanimate 

Take out the set of pictures of living things (chestnut tree, daisy, fly, frog, rabbit, pike, elephant, robin, fern, 
mushroom), and non-living things (iceberg, sand, cliff, rain, waterfall, sunset, moonlight, fire, field, erupting 
volcano, lightning and tropical sun). Mix up all the pictures and spread them out face up.

Put out your two large pieces of paper, and explain that they are ‘blocks of flats.’ Tell your child: These pictures 
have got themselves a bit lost! Can you help them to find their way back to the right block of flats? 

If they find this difficult, prompt them to see that there are two families; living things (animate) and non-living 
things (inanimate). When they have sorted the pictures, help them consider the differences between living and 
non-living things by asking questions. For example: Why did we put this picture in the block for living things? 
What makes it belong here?

Ask further questions to help you to establish a list of the distinguishing features of living things together with 
your child: What does a (animate thing) do that a (inanimate thing) doesn’t? For example: What does a rabbit do 
that a field doesn’t? (Eat, breathe, move, react, and so on.)  Do this with a few different examples to draw out 
these features: respiration, nutrition, excretion, growth, sensitivity, movement and reproduction.

Flags for the Buildings

Give your child two Post-it notes and ask them to create two flags, one to show who belongs in the ‘animate 
block of flats’, and one to show everyone who belongs in the ‘inanimate block of flats’. Discuss what would make 
a good symbol for helping the pictures find the correct building. If you have more than one child doing this 
session, ask them to work together to decide on a symbol for each block of flats.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

Your child can identify pictures of living things and non-living things and place them in the correct blocks of flats. 
Your child can verbalise some characteristics of living things and name some factors that are necessary for living things to survive.
Your child can create a symbol (an appropriate flag) for living things and another for non-living things.
Your child can classify the set of inanimate objects into four subsets and place each picture in the appropriate ‘flat’.
Your child can create an appropriate symbol for each inanimate subset.

To develop the ability to recognise characteristics of living (animate) and non-living 
(inanimate) things and to be able to categorise them 
To develop the ability to classify living and non-living things using symbols 
To practise categorisation and classification
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When they have finished, put their symbols on the roofs of the blocks of flats – cutting them out if necessary. For example: 

One Building With Four Flats (Dividing a Set of Inanimate Objects into Subsets)

Put the ‘animate’ block of flats to one side. Take the inanimate block of flats and draw three lines across the building so that it is divided into ‘four 
flats’ (see image below).

Explain to your child that in the block of flats for the inanimate pictures, there are four different flats, for four different families of inanimate things. 
Then say: The inanimate pictures are all in the correct block of flats now, thanks to you, but can you help each one find their actual flat – the one for 
their family? Encourage your child to look for similarities between, and common themes of, the inanimate pictures. 

If they find this difficult help them to sort the pictures as follows: water images (rain, iceberg, waterfall); light images (sunrise, moonlight, lightning); 
earth images (cliff, sand, field); heat images (fire, erupting volcano, tropical sun).

When they have placed all the inanimate pictures in the appropriate ‘flat’, give them four Post-it notes and ask them to create an appropriate symbol 
for each of the four flats – one for ‘water’, one for ‘light’, one for ‘earth’ and one for ‘heat’. Display the symbols on each flat – for example:

Use the symbols and the pictures to discuss the impact of water, light, heat and earth on living things with your child i.e. how all of them are 
necessary for survival. Explain that different types of earth support different types of plant, but fields are best for growing food crops; we need 
warmth to survive and fire for cooking but too much heat is destructive; all life on earth depends on light from the sun; and so on. 

Encourage your child to think of examples from their own everyday experiences, for example how you water plants in the garden in the summer; 
how you have to heat your house in winter to keep yourselves warm; how you need to turn on lights at night when the sun has set.

ANIMATE OR INANIMATE? – continued 
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Cut out each picture separately.
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Cut out each picture separately.
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