
Ask your child some questions, and make some comments, about the following points, to remind them of what 
they discovered in E10 and to help extend their learning further:

• How water turns into steam when we heat it and that we call this evaporation;
• How there are many sources of heat – discuss some examples;
• How water evaporates even if we don’t heat it to a high temperature, but it happens more slowly and we can’t 

see it (water vapour);
• How steam can rise high into the sky to become clouds, that clouds look like steam, that clouds are a form of 

water and that water in the form of rain falls from the clouds;
• How water in the form of clouds gets into the sky because it evaporates and rises, and that the water falls back 

to Earth as rain when it cools.

Tell your child that today they will be doing an experiment to discover whether other liquids also evaporate, like 
water does. Ask them if they think fruit juice and soup can evaporate and discuss if they have seen steam rising 
from hot drinks and soup, as examples.

Now tell the story on the following page, following the instructions at the appropriate points in the story.

After you have listened to your child’s answers about what they think happened to Cinderella’s drop of perfume, 
have your child look carefully at the saucer that you put a drop onto. Draw their attention to the drop getting 
smaller on the saucer and to the fact that they can smell the scent in the air – so they know that it has gone into 
the air, even though they cannot see it. Show your child your bottle of perfume or eau de toilette again so that 
they can confirm that it is indeed a liquid, and then explain that although it is evaporating from the saucer, we 
cannot see any steam because it is not hot enough. Say: So by the time Cinderella checked her saucer, the 
perfume had completely evaporated into the air and had become invisible vapour.

Explain that water from puddles also evaporates, even on cloudy days when there is no sun to heat the water up 
quickly and it cannot be seen evaporating as steam. But it still becomes water vapour.

To end the session, you can complete the Cinderella story in the conventional manner or just say something like: 
And you know the rest of the story already. What a shame she didn’t get to wear the drop of perfume at the ball!

 The story of ‘Cinderella’ –
see the next page

 A bottle of perfume or eau 
de toilette (or similar)

 A saucer

10–15 minutes

CINDERELLA

Your child understands that perfume, soup and other liquids also evaporate.
Your child understands that liquids evaporate quickly when heated and slowly when not heated, and become vapour in the air. 

To recognise three states of water: ice, water and steam 
To know that liquids transform into vapour when heated
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Once upon a time, there lived a young girl, Cinderella, who was the daughter of a woodcutter. Cinderella's mother died when the girl was still very small, 
and the woodcutter married another woman who had two daughters of her own. They all lived together. 

Cinderella’s stepmother did not like Cinderella. She made her do all the housework, wash dishes, tidy up the rooms and make dresses for her stepsisters. 

One day a ball was announced in the palace so that the prince could choose a wife. All the ladies of the kingdom wanted to attend the ball, to dance and 
show off their dresses. Cinderella longed to go to the ball but the evil stepmother made her work at home instead, while the two stepsisters dressed up in 
their finest clothes and got ready for the ball. The stepmother was a very evil and greedy person; she had many beautiful dresses and a lot of make-up and 
perfume (you know that grown-up ladies use perfume and eau de toilette). So the stepmother got out her perfume (show your child your bottle of perfume 
or eau de toilette) and she gave it to her daughters to use before going to the ball.

Cinderella asked her stepmother to give her a little bit of the perfume. Her stepmother was reluctant to do so but Cinderella pleaded with her evil 
stepmother and finally she said, ‘All right! Here is just one drop of the perfume for you. Once you have finished all the housework, you can put on this 
perfume. But you can’t come to the ball’. 

And so her stepmother put just one little drop of the perfume on the saucer. (Put a drop of your perfume/eau de toilette on a saucer slowly and deliberately 
in front of your child. Encourage them to notice the liquid fall, to spread it around with their finger – so that it evaporates more quickly – and to smell it.)

Cinderella was very happy and she put the saucer carefully on the table for later. The stepmother left for the ball with her two daughters and Cinderella 
stayed at home.

She had so much work to do that time flew by very quickly but finally Cinderella finished. She went to enjoy the smell of the drop of perfume but when she 
got to it, there was nothing on the saucer! 

‘Oh, no! What has happened to my perfume? Where has it disappeared to?’ thought poor Cinderella.

And what do you think? Where had the drop of perfume disappeared to?

CINDERELLA – Story
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