
 Tommy

 Image of a cross-section of 
a house, showing typical 
rooms (one per child)

 Room Signs (one set per 
child)

 Blu Tack or similar

 A pencil or pen

 Small pieces of white paper 
cut to the same size as each 
Room Sign provided 

10–15 minutes

ROOM SIGNS

Show your child the picture of the house. Talk about it and its various rooms. Introduce Tommy, and explain: 
Tommy lives in this house. But he has a very bad memory and so he wants to put a sign on the door of each room 
to help him remember what is in each room.

Show your child a set of Room Signs. Tell them that these are Tommy’s signs, and ask them to help him decide 
where to put them.

When your child has placed their signs on the rooms as in the image above, help them check to see if they have 
used them correctly. Ask them why they think each sign is the best for that room, encouraging them to use the 
name of the room in their explanation, and discuss the activities that typically happen in each room and how 
that links to their chosen Room Sign.

Discuss the use of two different signs for the bathroom in this house, as the toilet and the shower are in the same 
room, but how in some houses this is not the case.

Now repeat the game but with the actual rooms in your house. Say: Imagine our home was Tommy’s house. 
Where would we put these Room Signs to help him know what is in each room? Which signs would we need 
more of? Which room or rooms do we need to create a sign for, because there isn’t a suitable sign here in this set?

Give your child the small pieces of white paper, and have them invent a symbol for each of the rooms in your 
house that they don’t already have a suitable one for. Discuss the possibilities for the drawings/symbols. If you 
have more than one child doing this, have each create their own symbols for the rooms in your house.

Go around your house together, and have your child stick their signs onto the doors of the rooms with Blu Tack. 

Finally, discuss some of the other possible symbols for each room that could have been used in the original set of 
Room Signs instead. For example, a TV symbol could have been used instead of the sofa symbol for the living 
room/family room.

Your child can link schematic images to real objects.
Your child can use schematic images correctly as signs or symbols designating rooms.

To link schematic images to the real objects that they depict
To use schematic images as signs or symbols to designate rooms
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Cut out each of the Room Signs separately. Cut out Tommy.
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