
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘A Bowl of Fruit’ set up 
beforehand: A brown 
background with a bowl of 
fruit – three incomplete 
bunches of grapes in 
different colours, with thread 
as the stalks, and two apples 
with felt stalks and leaves

 Cotton thread for branches

 Small red, purple and yellow 
felt circles for the grapes

 Your extra sheets of felt for 
cutting out apples and the 
shapes for the bowl itself

 Small green ovals and small 
brown rectangles for the 
apple stalks and leaves 

 Grapes in three colours and 
four apples, and a fruit bowl

10-15 minutes

A BOWL OF FRUIT

Note: Before you start, set up a real bowl of fruit as closely to the finished felt composition top right as possible.

Draw your child’s attention to the fruit bowl you have prepared. Look at it from the same level as the bowl. Talk 
about what you see in terms of the fruits, their colours and their shapes, and how some or all of the fruit is only 
partially visible. 

Then explain that an artist wanted to create a picture of a fruit bowl like this, but then ran out of time. Show your 
child the still life composition you have pre-prepared, ‘A Bowl of Fruit’, and explain that this is the point the artist 
got to. Talk about the elegant, tall bowl and the fruit already in it. Ask your child if they can guess what’s missing. 
Agree that there are missing grapes and space for additional apples or other similar fruit.

Ask your child what they could do to complete the still life composition. Agree that the composition needs more 
grapes (small coloured circles). Point out that there are three different types of grapes so they will need circles in 
three different colours. Agree that the composition needs two more apples or some other large fruit like apples –
for example pears or pomegranates. Discuss the large round felt circles they would need for those and what 
other details they could add, like stalks and leaves. 

Ask your child to help the artist finish the still life using the materials you’ve just discussed. Encourage them to 
work independently – let them choose the colours they need and decide where to put the circles, placing the 
circles by themselves, with guidance or demonstration if necessary. Help them to cut any extra felt pieces they 
need from the extra sheets. Encourage them to look carefully and critically at what they are doing – remind them 
that they are trying to place the grapes and the other fruits in such a way that the picture looks beautiful.

Explain to your child that this type of picture is called 'a still life‘ and ask them to think of a good name for their 
beautiful still life. 

Display it in your home together with the real fruit bowl you created and encourage your child to show their ‘still 
life composition’ to others visiting your house.

Your child can work independently and in collaboration with you to complete a still life.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever increasing range of language to describe 
objects, and express their thoughts and feelings, admiring the beauty of their work. 
Your child can complete a still life composition by adding various fruit using appropriate colours, 
shapes and sizes of felt pieces.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To complete a still life picture
To follow a specified procedure to transform and complete a still life 
To work together collaboratively
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