
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘The Apple Orchard’ set up 
beforehand: A yellow 
background showing two 
trees with attractive 
arrangements of green 
leaves, with a few white 
clouds, some grass and an 
orange sun

 Small red and orange ovals 
for the autumn leaves

 Large grey ovals for the 
clouds

10–15 minutes

AN ORCHARD IN AUTUMN

Show your child ‘The Apple Orchard’. Remind them that they have already seen this picture. Ask them to tell you 
what they remember. If necessary, remind them that there were apples on the trees before but that they were 
harvested and put onto the train, which took them to the shops where people could buy them. 

Remind your child that it is autumn and discuss what happens to the orchard in autumn. Ask them what we can 
do to our picture to show everyone that it is autumn. Listen to their ideas and agree that they can transform the 
orchard by replacing the green leaves with leaves in autumn colours (red and orange ovals). Encourage them to
put the leaves into pretty arrangements like the green leaves are, to enhance the beauty of what they are 
creating with the felt. Work together until the trees have been transformed.

Remind them that the weather is very unpredictable in autumn; often there are grey clouds in the sky, it rains 
and the wind blows. Show them some grey oval shapes. Ask: Do they remind you of anything? Agree that they 
could be the rain clouds. Ask them to place clouds in the sky, showing them what to do if necessary. 

Ask your child what might happen next – for example, the autumn wind blowing the clouds across the sky and 
the leaves falling from the trees. Ask them ‘to make the leaves fall’, i.e. to remove the red and orange ovals and 
put some of them on the ‘ground’, like in the image top right.

When you have finished, talk to them about what has and hasn’t changed in the picture, and encourage them to 
admire their work. Praise your child for such a beautiful representation of an orchard in autumn.

Your child can talk about and transform a model of reality successfully in collaboration with you.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever-increasing range of language to describe objects, and to express their thoughts and 
feelings.
Your child can work both independently and collaboratively, and admires their completed work.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To transform and complete a model of reality
To follow a given procedure to transform or add specified features 
To develop awareness of seasonal changes
To work both independently and collaboratively
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