
FROM YOUR FELT PACK

 ‘The Train’ set up 
beforehand: A background 
showing a train with three 
freight trucks (red, yellow 
and orange), with space for 
wheels and a track (sleepers 
and rails) 

 Small and medium circles for 
the wheels of the engine and 
the carriages

 Short strips for sleepers and 
long strips for rails

 Small red, yellow and orange 
circles for the ripe apples

 A train song and/or a harvest 
song (optional)

 An apple for a snack 
(optional)

15–20 minutes

TRANSPORTING THE HARVEST

Start with a train song, if using, to introduce the session.

Then show your child ‘The Train’. Ask them to look at the picture closely and talk about it, naming the things that 
they can see – a train with an engine, three freight trucks in different colours and so on.

Tell them: There’s a bit of a problem with this train. Can you see what it is?  If they need prompting, say: It won’t go. 
Can you see why? Agree that there aren’t any wheels and that there is no track either. Ask them what they could 
do. Agree that the engine and the carriages need wheels, and that the train needs a track with rails and sleepers.

Now discuss the order in which they need to ‘mend’ the train picture. Agree that in order to complete the track, 
the sleepers are needed first and then the rails, and lastly the wheels can then be placed on top. 

Track: Ask if they can see the space where the track is supposed to be. Model and talk about how to lay the track –
first the sleepers from short felt strips placed vertically and in parallel to each other, and then the rails from longer 
felt strips placed on top horizontally. 

Wheels: Now model and talk about how to put wheels on the train – join two circles of a different size and colour 
together, and then place the wheels under the engine and the carriages, also lined up with the rails.

When they have finished encourage your child to admire their work, and celebrate together about how it can now 
go on its journey. 

Now ask your child if they can guess what the freight train is about to do. Listen to their ideas and then explain: 
The ripe apples have to go from the orchard where they grew to the shops where we can buy them, so that we 
can bring them home to eat – this train is going to transport the apples! Ask your child to help you ‘load’ the ripe 
apples that they ‘picked’ last time onto the correct trucks – red apples in the red truck, yellow apples in the yellow 
truck and orange apples in the orange truck.

When all the trucks are loaded, sing a train and/or a harvest song if you have one. You could also enjoy eating an 
apple together, pretending to first buy it from the shop that the apples were delivered to by the train.

Your child can talk about and transform a model of reality successfully in collaboration with you.
Your child can talk about their work, using an ever-increasing range of language to describe 
objects, and to express their thoughts and feelings.
Your child can work both independently and collaboratively, and admires their completed work.

To develop curiosity and creativity
To transform and complete a model of reality
To follow a given procedure to transform or add specified features 
To develop awareness of seasons and seasonal work
To work collaboratively
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