
 Portraits of clowns’ faces

 The clowns from A41 

 Images of famous portraits 
from the internet

 A sheet of white A3 paper –
for you (optional) and for 
your child

 A selection of paintbrushes 
in different thicknesses

 Black, white, yellow, blue 
and red paint

 A mixing palette/tray and 
water

 Face paints (optional)

15–20 minutes

FACE OF A CLOWN

Start by explaining: Sometimes artists want to paint a picture that shows exactly what someone looks like, close 
up. This kind of painting is called a portrait. Portraits usually fill the space, or almost all the space, on the paper or 
canvas. This means that the face is usually painted much larger than normal. 

Look at some famous portraits together on the internet. Discuss the use of space on the paper or canvas, the 
angle of the face, the colours used, the facial expressions, any visible accessories and so on. 

Explain to your child that they are going to paint a portrait of a clown today – a clown’s face close up. Talk about 
the faces of the clowns that your child has seen and look together at the faces provided, as well as those from 
A41. As with the portraits on the internet, discuss the use of space, the angle of the face, the colours used, the 
facial expressions and any visible accessories. Look carefully at how the clown’s face has been painted.

Now put out the art materials and ask your child to paint a portrait of a clown that fills the paper you have given 
them. Talk about the features they could show in their paintings – the colour and shape of the clown’s face, the 
make up around the eyes and mouth, the hair and any other details or accessories that they might want to 
include. 

If best for your child, model painting a clown’s face while talking to them about what you are doing, and then 
help them to paint their own clown’s face. 

If not, let them paint independently and talk about what they are doing as they do it. Support them as necessary 
to mix the colours they need and to maximise their use of the space on the paper. 

Your child can paint a portrait of a clown’s face.

To introduce the skill of portrait painting
To produce the image of a clown’s face in colour 
To recognise detail in a picture
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You and your child could paint each other’s faces as a clown, either at the start of, or as part of, this session. Plan 
the shapes and colours you will use together, according to the ideas that they have from the images of clowns 
provided, or from other clowns that they have seen before.
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